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SEMESTER WRAP-UPName:  Emili Ripley
Major:  Accounting
Birthday:  Oct. 23
Hobbies:  Painting, sports 
   (esp. softball), campus 
   activities
Career:  Accounting & 
   business, being able to 
   work from home one day
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by Emili Ripley

  As the end of the se-
mester rolls around for 
the seniors and soon-to-
be seniors, the question 
that all students keep 
hearing is this, “So, 
what are your plans 

THE DREADED QUESTION
after you graduate?” 
  For some students 
this is an easy answer. 
These are the students 
who have already been 
accepted to grad school 
or have a job lined up in 
their area of study. Then 
there are graduating se-

niors who do not know 
what their next step is. 
These students dread 
the question, “What are 
you doing now that you 
are a grown-up?” The 
semester is already a 
stressful point in time 
because of final ex-

ams, term papers, and 
final presentations that 
students are thinking 
about and spending 
all their time doing. 
At this point gradu-
ates are worrying about 
the part-time jobs they  

  JoAnn Falletta, music 
director of the Buffalo 
Philharmonic Orches-
tra who has been ac-
claimed by The New 
York Times as “one of 
the finest conductors 
of her generation,” will 
deliver the 2012 com-
mencement address at 
Hilbert College’s 51st 
annual commencement 
ceremony being held 
at 1 p.m. May 12 in the 
Wesleyan Church of 
Hamburg. She will also 
be recognized at Hil-
bert’s commencement 
with an honorary doc-
torate of humane letters.
  Marking her 13th sea-
son as BPO’s music di-
rector, Falletta has been 
credited with bringing 
the orchestra to a new 
level of national and 
international promi-
nence. In 2009, for 
the first time in its his-
tory, the BPO won two 
Grammy awards for 
best classical perfor-
mance and best classi-
cal composition for its 
CD “John Corigliano: 
Mr. Tambourine Man: 
Seven Poems of Bob 
Dylan; Three Halluci-
nations.”  The follow-
ing year Falletta led the 
BPO in a five-city Flor-
ida Friends Tour, the 
orchestra’s first multi-
city tour since 1988.
  Under her leadership, 
the BPO has made an 

De Mike, Felser, & 
Gibson Take Top
Prizes for Quality

  The results of the 
Journalism Contest for 
the three best written 
articles to appear in 
any of the first seven 
issues of The H-Files 

JOURNALISM WRITING CONTEST
for academic year 
2011-2012 were de-
termined by the con-
test’s panel of judges.  
  The first prize, worth 
$100, is awarded to 
Bernadine De Mike 
for her article enti-
tled “Is Shakespeare 
Cool or What?” ap-

pearing in the third is-
sue (Oct. 21, 2011) of 
The H-Files (page 4).
  The second prize, 
worth $75, is conferred 
upon Tori Felser for her 
film article, “To Re-
release or to Remake:  
That Is the Question,” 
appearing in the fourth 

issue (Nov. 18, 2011) of 
The H-Files (page 18).
   The third prize, 
worth $50, is awarded 
to Lisa Gibson for her 
article  entitled “Com-
muter,” on airline 
flight crew “commut-

ACCLAIMED 
CONDUCTOR 

JOANN FALLETTA
TO DELIVER 

HILBERT’S 2012 
COMMENCEMENT 

ADDRESS
unprecedented num-
ber of highly regarded 
recordings and en-
tered into a multi-disc 
contract with Naxos, 
representing the first 
commercial recording 
contract the orchestra 
has had with an inter-
national label in more 
than 20 years. In 2009, 
Falletta and the BPO 
had two world pre-
miere discs released 
on the Naxos label.
  Falletta, who also 
serves as music direc-
tor of the Virginia Sym-
phony Orchestra, has 

been invited to guest 
conduct many of the 
world’s finest sympho-
ny orchestras. Among 
her guest conducting 
appearances have in-
cluded the Netherlands 
Radio Orchestra, Na-
tional Philharmonic 
of Lithuania, Warsaw 
National Philharmonic, 
Seoul Philharmonic, 
BBC Philharmonic in 

Manchester, Ensemble 
Kanazawa in Japan, 
Northwest German 
Philharmonic, Royal 
Scottish National Or-
chestra, and the or-
chestras of Dallas, To-
ronto, New Jersey, Se-
attle, Honolulu, Utah, 
Colorado, Louisville, 
and San Antonio. She 
has also guest con-
ducted more than 100 
orchestras through-
out North America.
  Falletta has received 
many prestigious con-
ducting awards, in-
cluding the Seaver/
National Endowment 
for the Arts Conduc-
tors Award, the cov-
eted Stokowski Com-
petition, the Toscanini, 
Ditson and Bruno Wal-
ter Awards for conduct-
ing, and the American 
Symphony Orchestra 
League’s John S. Ed-
wards Award. In ad-
dition, the American 
Society of Composers, 
Authors, and Publish-
ers (ASCAP) honored 
Falletta with her 10th 
ASCAP Award in 2008. 
Most recently, she was 
appointed to serve as 
a member of the Na-
tional Council on the 

Arts, the advisory body 
of the National En-
dowment for the Arts.
  Hailed by ASCAP as 
a “leading force for 
the music of our time,” 
Falletta has introduced 
more than 400 works 
by American compos-
ers, including over 80 
world premieres. She 
has also embarked on 
a multi-year recording 
project of the lost works 
of Marcel Tyberg, a 
brilliant Austrian com-
poser and Holocaust 
victim. In honor of her 
outstanding leadership 
in the Marcel Tyberg 
Musical Legacy proj-
ect, she received the 

Foundation for Jewish 
Philanthropies Award.
  Falletta’s growing 
discography, which 
includes more than 
50 titles, consists of 
recordings with the 
BPO, London Sym-
phony, Virginia Sym-
phony, New Zealand 
Symphony, and Royal 
Scottish National Or-
chestra, among oth-
ers. Also, the JoAnn 
Falletta International 
Guitar Concerto Com-
petition has brought in-
ternational acclaim and 
attention to the classi-
cal guitar, the Buffalo 
region, and the BPO. 
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EDITORIAL

The H-Files, Volume 13, Issue 8

Guest Editors 
Jillian Cohen, Laura Wilson,                       

Bernadine De Mike, Victoria Felser,                
Diandra Cano, Samantha Hahn, 

Heather Bello, Emili Ripley

H-Files Photographer
Thomas Wills

Faculty Advisor
Dr. Charles A. S. Ernst

CONTEST TALLY 
(Complete Scores for Issue #8)

No.      Student  No. of Articles  Final
          Contributor Issues #1-4 Issues #5-#7 Issue #8 Totals

_______________________________________________________________________

  1. Jillian Cohen 16 -- -- 16
  2. Heather Bello 1 7 5 13
  3. Bernadine De Mike 9 3 1 13
  4. Tori Felser 5 5 3 13
  5. Diandra Cano -- 5 2 7
  6. Jonathan Hulbert 3 2 -- 5
  7. Annilee Obrochta 1 4 --  5
  8. Nina Pierino 1 2 2 5
  9. Emili Ripley 1 -- 4 5
10. Dontrell Young 3 2  --      5
11. David Grapes 2 1 1 4
12. Samantha Hahn  -- 4 --  4
13. Jeffrey Krajewski 3 -- 1 4
14. Daniel Telaak 3 1 -- 4
15. Lea Church 1 2 -- 3
16. Jerrell Mason 1 1 1 3
17. Ryan Rusin 1 2 -- 3
18. Matthew D. Williams -- 2 1 3
19. Tom Wills 3 -- -- 3
20.  Patrick Winney 3 -- -- 3
21. Andy Besch 1 1 -- 2
22. Krystal Ann Cummings --  2 -- 2
23. Andrew D’Amico 2 -- -- 2
24. Elizabeth Durrett-Goodison 1 -- 1 2
25. Sara Juico 1 1 -- 2
26. Rick Landahl 2 -- -- 2
27. Kekeli Olympio 1 1 -- 2
28. Shawn Pierce 2 -- -- 2
29. Hayley Ploetz 1 1 -- 2
30. Samantha Sieg 1 -- 1 2
31. Tyler Siwy -- 2 -- 2
32. Cody Troutman 2 -- -- 2
33. Mark Adelman -- 1 -- 1
34. Talisha Allen -- -- 1 1
35. Robbi Bailey -- -- 1 1
36. Jamie Bigaj 1 -- -- 1
37. Ashley Blahowicz -- -- 1 1
38. Garrett Boneberg -- 1 -- 1
39. Angela Borkowski 1 -- -- 1
40. Amanda Brown -- -- 1 1
41. Will Brown 1 -- -- 1
42. Cecilia Chmurzynski 1 -- -- 1
43. Alexis Clune 1 -- -- 1
44. Rachel Collier 1 -- -- 1
45. Kalfonn Desrosiers  -- -- 1 1
46. Ashlynn Doria -- 1 -- 1
47. Vicki Ernst 1 -- -- 1
48. Jessica Ferry -- 1 -- 1
49. Samantha Fetzer -- 1 -- 1
50. Shandra Gamel 1 -- -- 1
51. Lisa Gibson -- -- -- 1
52. Sara Graves -- 1 -- 1
53. Wyleia Guillaume -- 1 -- 1
54. Marshall Hand -- 1 -- 1
55. James Hotnich -- 1 -- 1
56. Justine Jackson -- 1 -- 1
57. Taylor Keenen 1 -- -- 1
58. Olivia Kimble -- 1 -- 1
59. James Koszuta 1 --  1
60. Rachel Kwiatkowski -- -- 1 1
61. Kayla Lewis 1 -- -- 1
62. Maria Linares -- -- 1 1
63. Tyler Loretto -- 1 -- 1
64. Sean Lynch 1 -- -- 1
65. Danny Lysek 1 -- -- 1
66. Kiara Martin 1 -- -- 1
67. David Mellerski 1 -- -- 1
68. Derek Mort 1 -- -- 1
69. Amber Neff -- 1 -- 1
70. Lawrence Oaks -- -- 1 1
71. Shane Olivieri -- 1 -- 1
72. Jamie Omerhodzic -- -- 1 1
73. Steven Papponetti -- 1 -- 1
74. Diana Patton -- 1 -- 1
75. Joe Pernick -- -- 1 1
76. Sean Purtill -- 1 -- 1
77. Misty-Lynn Puleo 1 -- -- 1
78.  Todd Raczka 1 -- -- 1
79. Haylee Sauberan -- 1 -- 1
80. Stephanie Smith 1 -- -- 1
81. Sean Sticek -- 1 -- 1
82. Kristine Surman -- -- 1 1
83. Heidi E. Swanekamp   1 -- -- 1
84. Charles Tedesco  1 -- -- 1
85. Teddy Welle 1 --  -- 1
86. Theresa White 1 -- -- 1
87. Laura Wilson 1 -- -- 1
88. Taylor Wright -- -- 1 1
    
                                                          TOTAL  201

have to pick up over the 
summer for the transition to 
a full-time job. Students just 
graduating need to know 
that stressing just makes the 
switch-over much worse. 
Resources for everyone are 
available, including par-
ents, faculty, and staff at 
Hilbert, and current bosses.
  After getting used to the 
college environment, it 
takes some time to transition 
out of the student life-style. 
What seems to be even more 
difficult is the incredible 
task of finding a job post-
graduation. I have talked to 
several recent graduates and 
also graduates of the past 
couple years to find out ex-
actly what they plan to do, 
what they have planned in 
the past, and how success-
ful those plans have been. 
  Job-hunting is the road 
that many students take af-
ter graduation. They hope 
to use their newly attained 

degree to find an entry-
level position in their field. 
The success of this op-
tion depends greatly on the 
economy, the industry of 
the desired position, and 
the efforts of the graduate.
  There are some students 
who have decided just to go 
with the flow of life. After 
getting their hard earned de-
gree, it is now time for them 
just to relax and see where 
the wind takes them. This 
is a more than perfect op-
portunity to travel and see 
the world. It is a stage that 
can feel rather awkward at 
times. You are no longer a 
student, but not knee-deep 
in the career world yet. It 
is a type of limbo that can 
offer a student a chance to 
figure out exactly which 
step to take next in life. 
  For all those underclassman 
out there, it is important to 
have a plan ready for when 
your time in college runs 
out and the real world hits. 

The Dreaded Question 

  For the thirteenth straight 
year, eight H-Files issues 
have now been published 
and distributed.  The sta-
tistics are in:  88 students 
(a new record) combined 
to write a total of 201 H-
Files articles appearing in 
2011-2012.  [Remarkably, 
201 articles is not a record-
breaker.  As many as 246 
articles were written by 
students in the newspaper’s 
first year (1999-2000).]
  For all those who wrote one 
or more articles, and for the 
faculty and staff supporting 
them, the faculty advisor 
extends his deepest thanks.
  Slightly more than half 
of this year’s articles were 
written by the top fourteen 
students writing the most 
articles, four or more, par-
ticularly the top ten students 
(five or more articles).  But 
who are the top ten?  And 
what prizes have they won?  
  As of this last issue, first 
place belongs securely 
to Jill Cohen, who com-
posed 16 published ar-

WHO WROTE THE MOST 
H-FILES ARTICLES            

IN 2011-2012?
ticles, all in the fall semes-
ter of 2011-2012.  The top 
prize is a check for $100.
  Second-, third-, and fourth-
place prizes are respectively 
checks for $75 and $50 and 
a Hilbert College Bookstore 
gift card for $25 (cour-
tesy of the Follett Higher 
Education Group #0044).  
For the first time, a tie has 
reached as high as these 
three awards, with three 
students having written 
thirteen articles apiece—
Heather Bello, Bernadine 
DeMike, and Tori Felser.  
  Note:  The prizes will be 
awarded during the Quad 
Party on April 27.  Ties will 
be broken according to who 
first shows up to claim his 
or her award after names are 
announced during the Quad 
Party.  A further tie-breaker, 
if needed, will be based 
on a heads-tails coin flip.
  The foregoing prizes are 
supported by The H-Files 
and by contributions from 

Continued from page 1

Continued on page 4
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Richard J. Ruh

EDITORIAL

by
Matthew D. Williams

  After failing to win against 
Barack Obama with Sena-
tor John “Maverick” Mc-
Cain, the Republican Par-
ty’s liberal elites are trying 
their hardest to anoint Mitt 
Romney, a candidate who 
differs from Barack Obama 
about as much as vanilla ice 
cream differs from vanilla 
ice cream with sprinkles, as 
the party’s nominee. What 
was expected to be a quick 
and orderly appointment for 
Romney has turned into a 
drawn-out slugfest between 
the liberal Republican elites 
running the party and the 
conservative base who vote 
for it. At this point momen-
tum favors Mitt Romney; he 
currently leads in delegates, 
has more money, and has 
the temporary “support” of 
the liberal media. Romney 
will likely win the nomina-
tion by sheer attrition, and if 
history is any indicator, he 
will lose to Barack Obama.
  To understand why Mitt 
Romney will fail, and why 
his glorification by liberals 
is so infuriating to conser-
vatives, we must consider 
the lessons of past Repub-
lican candidates in Repub-
lican presidential elections, 
with a particular focus 
on successes and failures 
of “liberal Republicans.” 
  A “liberal Republican” is 
a candidate or leader who is 
technically a member of the 
Republican party, but holds 
majority liberal views. 
While many media figures 
refer to liberal Republicans 
as “moderate Republicans,” 
this is often a misleading la-
bel because the views of the 
subject in question are gen-
uinely liberal. The “moder-
ate” label is also unfair to 
conservative Democrats, 
who identify themselves as 
conservatives but are auto-
matically shifted to the left 
as the condition of being a 
Democrat. In my view, ex-
amples of liberal Republi-
cans include Rudy Giuliani, 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
Colin Powell, George Pa-
taki, John Huntsman, Lind-
sey Graham, and George 
H.W. Bush, to name a few. 
These men are still Repub-
licans, but they hold views 
that are generally consid-
ered more liberal within 
the party. Unfortunately 
for the liberal Republicans, 
their track record of win-
ning elections tends to be 
poor. Just ask Bob Dole 
or Senator John McCain.
  As far as campaigns go, 
John McCain’s is a case 
study in why liberal Re-

  Richard J. Ruh, M.D., 
senior vice president, 
service lines for Catholic 
Health System of Buffalo, 
has been named to a three-
year term on the Hilbert 
College Board of Trustees.
  Appointed to his role at 
Catholic Health in 2010, Ruh 
is a primary care physician 
with a private practice in 
Orchard Park, and is an 
assistant clinical professor 
of clinical family medicine 
at the University at Buffalo.
  Ruh previously was 
a member of Catholic 
Health’s Board of Directors, 
and served as vice president 
of medical affairs and also 
as vice president of the 
medical staff at Mercy 
Hospital of Buffalo. 
  A member and past chairman 
of the Catholic Independent 
Practice Association, 
he holds membership 
in several professional 
societies, including the 
American Academy of 
Family Medicine, the 
New York State Medical 
Society, and the Medical 
Society of Erie County.

RUH APPOINTED TO HILBERT 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

  Ruh received his medical 
degree from UB, an MBA 
from St. Bonaventure 
University, and a bachelor’s 
degree in English from 
Amherst College. 

  He resides in Orchard 
Park with his wife 
and four children.

Paula Witherell
Director, Public Relations

THE DEFINITION OF INSANITY:  
RUNNING MITT ROMNEY            

AGAINST OBAMA 
publicans fail. In running 
against a young, charismatic 
liberal, the party establish-
ment gave conservatives 
McCain, a crusty old man 
who had crossed the aisle so 
often he may as well have 
been a Democrat. Taking a 
page out of the John Kerry 
playbook, McCain ran a 
campaign based on his war 
record as a prisoner of war 
in Vietnam, and how he was 
going to cross the aisle and 
prevent the “Great Reces-
sion” from becoming worse 
by backing the Federal Bank 
Bailout Program (TARP). 
In running as a progressive, 
McCain failed to beat the 
real thing in the election. 
So why did the Republican 
party pick McCain versus a 
more well-rounded conser-
vative? The answer is sim-
ple: the party elites chose 
McCain because he was 
liberal and because he had 
the temporary support of the 
television and print media.
  Fast forward four years 
later. For the last year and a 
half, the liberal media have 
promoted Romney as “the 
only man who could beat 
Obama,” the one “Obama 
needs to worry about,” the 
“most electable.” These 
mantras regarding Romney 
play to the old “if you repeat 
a lie long enough, people 
will believe it as truth” tactic. 
  This media coverage has 
had a considerable influence 
on voters who do not follow 
events closely. The actions 
of the liberal media here are 
entirely predictable regard-
ing Romney as they were 
with McCain. The truth is so 
clear, it is hard not to see it. 
The Left and supporters of 
President Obama want Mitt 
Romney to run. They want 
him to run because, like 
McCain, they know they 
can beat him. It’s like letting 
an NFL team choose whom 
they want to play in the 
Super Bowl. They pick the 
weakest possible opponent 
because they want to win. 
I do not understand how 
the Republican elites fail to 
notice this pattern over and 
over again in the primaries. 
The Left is not being sup-
portive just because they 
like one of the Republican 
candidates, and they will not 
change their votes if a liber-
al Republican runs, because 
they are liberal Democrats. 
  Republicans understand 
that elections are about 
winning votes, but this 
is where the commonal-
ity of thinking between the 
party’s liberal elites and 
the conservative base ends. 
  Liberal Republicans think 
that if they endorse a fel-

low liberal Republican such 
as Mitt Romney, they can 
sway those independents 
who do not know for whom 
to vote. Conservatives favor 
giving the people a real al-
ternative to what the Left is 
offering. Unfortunately for 
Conservatives, the candi-
dates the Republican party 
usually chooses have re-
cords and talking points that 
either mirror, or slightly de-
viate from, their opponents. 
Candidates like Congress-
man Ron Paul, who actually 
holds some views that differ 
significantly from the Left, 
and from candidates like 
Newt Gingrich and Rick  
Santorum are effectively 
silenced by those leading 
the Republican party. The 
eventual and guaranteed 
selection of candidates who 
could also run as Demo-
crats inevitably leads to 
boring presidential debates 
and rallies. Why even hold 
a debate if the candidates 
hold the same views but dif-
fer on the implementation? 
  Mitt Romney, the likely 
Republican candidate, could 
work in Obama’s admin-
istration, considering his 
views and actions as former 
governor of Massachusetts. 
Mitt Romney’s most no-
ticeable Achilles heel is his 
health care policy, “Rom-
neycare,” which subjected 
the people of Massachusetts 
to mandatory health insur-
ance coverage via the force 
of the State. How can Rom-
ney argue this issue against 
the President? All Romney 
can say is that his program 
was somehow covered un-
der “states’ rights” and that 
a mandate on the Federal 
level is somehow wrong 
because it is Federal. Rom-
ney was pro-abortion as a 
governor in 2002, yet now 
he suddenly is pro-life. Mitt 
implemented an “Assault 
Weapons Ban” on firearms 
with cosmetic features Lib-
erals deemed “scary,” yet 
now he is a “defender of 
the right to keep and bear 
arms.” Mitt Romney cur-
rently “talks the talk” about 
being a “fiscal conservative” 
who will cut Federal spend-
ing and reduce taxes to help 
small business. However, 
when Romney was gover-
nor in Massachusetts, he 
did not cut spending, and he 
raised taxes on businesses. 
In addition to the spending 
increases, Mitt raised taxes 
on gasoline by two cents, 
hurting the everyday people 
who are not multi-million-
aires being chauffeured to 
work. His arguments to 
cover his total reversal of 
positions seems to be that 

his actions were okay in 
Massachusetts, but morally 
wrong at a national level. 
He is, of course, a hypocrite. 
  If the definition of insan-
ity is doing the same thing 
over again and expecting 
the same result, than the 
Republican party elites 
and their blindly loyal fol-
lowers have truly lost their 
minds. If Romney runs 
against Obama, as he more 
than likely will, he will en-
sure another four years of 
Barack. Mitt Romney’s rise 
to power due to the favor 
of liberals will be his undo-
ing when they turn on him 
after the convention. The 
media “supported” McCain, 
too, before he was officially 
nominated; then they at-
tacked him mercilessly. 
A candidate like Romney 
will be torn apart after he 
is nominated.  He is out of 
touch with the vast majority 
of Americans and he holds 
the same Leftist beliefs 
many Democrats do. Mitt 
Romney may be rich, but 
talk is cheap. It is only too 
convenient to be a “conser-
vative” during an election, 
and to act as a liberal in of-
fice, as G. W. Bush did in his 
second term. Conservatives 
can only hope that the GOP 
nominates someone who 
actually contrasts with the 
Left, like Ron Paul or Newt 
Gingrich, because when the 
choice the electorate is giv-
en is a liberal and a liberal 
wannabe, they will elect the 
real thing. Good luck Mitt, 
you’re going to need it! 

by Heather Bello

On Apr. 21, 2012, Hilbert 
College hosted its annual 
Memorials Miles 5k Run/1 
Mile Walk. This event is to 
honor lost loved ones who 
were displayed along the 
race course. Liberty Mu-
tual sponsored the Hilbert 
college event. The 5K USA 
Track and Field certified 
course started at 10 a.m. right 
on the campus and contin-
ued on Hilbert grounds and 
the adjacent neighborhood.  
  Anyone wishing to par-
ticipate was able to do so, 
whether running or walking. 
The race course started at the 
Hilbert College campus and 
went around the neighbor-
hood surrounding Hilbert 
and ended back on campus. 
Awards were awarded to 
the overall male and fe-
male finishers. Top finishers 
were designated by age cat-
egories. After the race there 
was music, a barbeque, a 
children’s play area in the 
quad, and a 50/50 raffle. 
All proceeds will be go-
ing towards Hilbert student 
scholarships. To top it all 
off, the first 250 paid adult 

MEMORIAL 
MILES

  Prospective students and 
families will have the op-
portunity to learn about 
Hilbert College’s educa-
tional offerings and tour 
the campus, including the 
college’s state-of-the-art 
academic buildings and 
housing options, at a spring 
open house set for 9:30 
a.m. Apr. 28 in the Wil-
liam E. Swan Auditorium.
  The college’s bachelor-
level majors and more 
than 50 minors and con-
centrations, financial aid 
opportunities, and career 
services will be discussed.
  If you are aware of pro-
spective students interested 
in Hilbert, please encour-
age them to attend the 
spring open house.  Ad-
vance registration is re-
quested but not required to 
attend.  Students may reg-
ister on Hilbert’s web site 
or by calling the Office of 
Admissions at 649-7900.

HILBERT’S 
SPRING     
OPEN 

HOUSE     
SET          
FOR       

APRIL 28

Continued on page 4
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ers” appearing in the sixth 
issue (Feb. 17, 2012) of 
The H-Files (pages 2-3).  
  In a departure from pre-
vious years, copies of the 
prize-winning articles will 
be reproduced in the first 
fall issue for 2012-13.  
    The panel of judges—Dr. 
Anthony Hughes (Profes-
sor, English), Herb Kaud-
erer (Associate Professor, 
English & Communica-
tions), and Katie Donahue 
(McGrath Library Assistant 
Director/Information Liter-
acy Coordinator)—also ac-
corded honorable mention 
to the following students.
  Those receiving honorable 

Journalism Contest 

mention (in alphabetical 
order) are these:  Marshall 
Hand, “Chronicle” (7th is-
sue, March 9, 2012, page 
18), Tyler Siwy, “Service 
Learning Project Reflection 
& Assessment (6th issue, 
Feb. 17, 2012, page 14), 
Matthew Williams, “Gun 
Control Revisited: Protect-
ing Individual Rights and 
Society” (6th issue, Feb. 17, 
2012, page 3), and Patrick 
Winney, “Closing the Gap: 
An Experience in Wash-
ington, D.C.” (1st issue, 
Aug. 26, 2011, page 17).
  This is the eleventh time 
awards have been given 
in a newspaper contest 
devoted solely to writing 
quality.  The general crite-

ria, set forth in the second 
issue (Sept. 22, 2011), in-
dicated consideration of the 
following:  “length (about 
the equivalent of a single-
spaced typed page or more); 
accuracy and adequacy of 
information . . . , flow of 
content and general organi-
zation, attention to voice (in 
imagining one’s audience or 
reader), style . . . , and suit-
able research and prepara-
tion, as needed” (page 2).
  Also, “articles may in-
clude straight news, hu-
man interest features, in-
terviews, editorials, and 
reviews. . . .  Application 
of criteria will be adjusted 
to reflect the type of mate-
rial being judged” (page 2).

  A member of the West-
ern New York Women’s 
Hall of Fame, Falletta has 
been named Buffalo and 
Erie County’s Artist of the 
Year, inducted into the Buf-
falo Music Hall of Fall, and 
earned a star on Norfolk’s 
Legends of Music Walk of 
Fame in recognition of her 
impact on the appreciation 
of classical music in Hamp-
ton Roads and Virginia. 
  Falletta received mas-
ter’s and doctorate de-
grees from The Juilliard 
School and an under-
graduate degree from the 
Mannes College of Music.

Paula Witherell
Director, Public Relations

Commencement  
Speaker

the department chairs of Hil-
bert’s academic divisions.
  The remaining prizes 
for 5th to 10th place are 
book store gift cards 
in varying amounts.
  Fifth place goes to Diandra 
Cano with seven articles, 
receiving a $20 gift card.
  And then, without prec-
edent, there is a grand tie 
for places six through ten, 

for Hilbert College Book-
store gift cards of $18, $15, 
$10, $7, and $5.  Based on 
the foregoing tie-breakers 
(see note on page 2), the fol-
lowing students will receive 
these five awards—Jona-
than Hulbert, Amilee Ob-
rochta, Nina Pierino, Emili 
Ripley, and Dontrell Young.  
  Congratulations to all 
award-winners for the most 
articles written in 2011-
12 and for contributing so 
generously to The H-Files.  

Most Articles Contest

participants received a 2012 
Memorial Miles t-shirt. 
  Mark your calendars 
for next year when the 
race comes back around! 

Memorials Miles 

ARTSY ANECDOTES 
OF LAUGHTER AND 
TEARS:    A COLUMN

Spring 2012 Season
The Machine Stops  
by Taylor Doherty

Running from        
Apr. 13-28, 2012,    

with two more 
nights remaining –           

Apr. 27-28

  The Buffalo Laboratory 
Theatre has been offering 
an exciting re-interpretation 
of one of Taylor Doherty’s 
award-winning plays. 
Based in part upon a sug-
gestion made to the play-
wright by the well-known 
actor Chris Noth (Law & 
Order, Mr. Big, The Good 
Wife), Taylor has given his 
wonderful, thought-pro-
voking play, The Machine 
Stops, a new perspective. 
  The premise for the play is 
that a woman with a painful, 

BUFFALO 
LABORATORY 

THEATRE
severely debilitating dis-
ease has been connected to 
a powerful computer by her 
scientist boyfriend, which 
allows the woman to escape 
into a psychological fantasy 
world of her own design. 
After she has dwelled in 
her interior world for sev-
eral years, her boyfriend 
is connected to the com-
puter so that he can enter 
her world to let her know 
that a partial cure now ex-
ists for her disease. And 
that is the point at which 
this exciting, occasionally 
humorous, and challeng-
ing adventure begins as we 
enter her world with him.
  Tickets cost $20 for the 
general public and $15 for 
students and seniors. Perfor-
mances begin at 7:30 p.m. in 
the William E. Swan Audito-
rium on the Hilbert campus.

by Bernadine De Mike

When I was persuaded by 
my son to switch from Ya-
hoo to g-mail, I thought I 
left living in a “cave” in 
2,000 BC to thriving in 
New York City in the 21st 
century.  It was such a revo-
lutionary move, I thought I 
had died and gone to Inter-
net heaven!  The advantages 
of g-mail, Google Chrome, 
Picassa, and the “cloud” 
allowed me to go from the 
mundane to the magnificent 
in a matter of hours!  It was 
fast, easy, ubiquitous, and 
too good to be true.  So 
why, I wondered, doesn’t 
everyone use Google’s fab-
ulous Internet offerings in-
stead of archaic providers?
  I began a search, asking ev-
eryone—family, friends, se-
niors, teens, and students—
if they had g-mail, knew 
about its advantages, and 
were acquainted with all the 
perks listed above.  About 
50% of the students and 
99% of the rest knew little 
or nothing of the attributes 
(which I endeavored to 
elaborate on the spot).  So I 
made a list of “Excuses” and 
my own remedial sugges-
tions and present these only 
because I know how much 
it will help students here at 
Hilbert and their families.

Senior Citizens

Problem:  Students, do 
your grandparents use g-
mail?  I have found that 
seniors are “scared” to try 
anything new and some 
even fear using the com-
puter, regarding it as some 
unknown monster trying to 
confuse their brain, yet se-
niors are sometimes lonely 
and need the tremendous 

I USE G–MAIL:                             
WHY SHOULDN’T EVERYONE?

tools of communication 
easily afforded by g-mail.
Solution:  Schedule short, 
informative seminars at 
senior centers, churches, 
and community centers, 
free of charge, to assist all 
in learning the great ben-
efits of g-mail and how to 
use it correctly and easily.

Housewives, Former Col-
lege Grads, & Nine-to-
Five Workers

  Problem:  Lack of time, 
comfortable with what 
has been working for the 
past few years, reluctance 
to change, fear of confu-
sion, if they do switch.
  Solution:  G-mail and all 
its tab items listed at the top 
actually save users hours of 
time, searching for whatev-
er.  The ease of use should 
be pointed out and demon-
strated.  Again, there should 
be open free seminars 
held at nearby churches, 
schools, and the like (peo-
ple do not like to drive far).

Students

  Problem:  Heavy books, 
research papers, piles of 
notes - all difficult to access 
and carry from class to class.  
(I’ve seen notebooks toted 
by a 120 lb. young woman 
that could choke a horse.)  
Although color-coded and 
well organized, they’re 
monstrous and heavy.
  Solution:  Again, stu-
dents need seminars to tell 
them about cloud technol-
ogy and its amazing ease 
of research.  Why use pa-
per when Google Cloud 
stores every word and can 
be looked up in seconds?
  Yes, I use g-mail and all 
its brilliant elements and 
truly wish everyone did!

by Emili Ripley

  Hilbert College strives to be 
faithful to the deep and di-
verse historical foundations 
on which it rests. From the 
founding congregation of 
the Franciscan Sisters of St. 
Joseph, this college embrac-
es the traditions of St. Fran-
cis: respect, service, hope, 
vision, joy, integrity, com-
passion, and peace. In honor 
of our heritage, members 
of the faculty and staff are 
chosen each year to join to-
gether in a pilgrimage to the 
birthplace of St. Francis in 
Assisi and also Rome, Italy.  
  This year’s pilgrims are 
Erika Haygood Gault, as-
sistant professor of liberal 
studies; Maia Kapuszcak, 
payroll/benefits coordina-
tor; and Jean MacDonald, 

PILGRIMAGE                    
TO ASSISI, ROME

director of student activi-
ties. Their journey will take 
place in May for ten days 
while exploring the major 
sanctuaries that St. Francis 
and St. Clare visited, par-
ticipating in Eucharistic 
celebrations and traditions, 
and experiencing the coun-
try’s culture and customs.
  Each year Hilbert Col-
lege participates in a Peace 
Walk to increase awareness 
of Franciscan history and 
why our college is dedi-
cated to Franciscan values. 
The pilgrims will return 
and share their experiences 
with students during this 
event on campus. It is a way 
to express the reaction our 
faculty and staff observed 
after being in the birthplace 
of St. Francis of Assisi. 

by Tori Felser

  On Mar. 29 Hilbert’s Eng-
lish program in the Arts and 
Sciences Division hosted 
its bi-annual Visiting Artist 
Series that took place in the 
William E. Swan Audito-
rium from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
with a reception following.
  This event, “An Evening of 
Poetry, Music, and Dance: 
African and Modern Tradi-
tions,” consisted of a com-
bination of poetry, African 
dance, and traditional and 
modern music.  Various 
performances by local art-

VISITING ARTIST SERIES
ists included drummer Ras 
Jomo Akono; bass player, 
Zuri Appleby; violinist 
Henri Muhammad; dancers 
Robin Hibbert and Christo-
pher Titus; and poets Erika 
Haygood Gault, Hilbert as-
sistant professor of liberal 
studies, and Ntare Gault.
  This free and public event 
featured local artists’ po-
etry readings, interspersed 
with dance and musical 
performances, and focused 
on life stories, social val-
ues, and ongoing national 
and international events.

by Nina Pierino
  Human trafficking has 
become a major interna-
tional human rights issue 
within recent years. To 
bring about awareness on 
this very important topic, 
Hilbert College and the 
Franciscan Federation 
hosted a discussion enti-
tled “Slavery in Our Mod-
ern World: A Conference 
on Human Trafficking.” 
  Some of the topics cov-
ered during this presenta-
tion included modern-day 
slavery, with lessons spe-
cifically focused on human 
trafficking risk factors in 
Western New York.  These 
risk factors are due in part 
to border crossings and ac-
cess to large urban centers. 

CONFERENCE FOCUSES ON          
HUMAN TRAFFICKING

  Representatives from 
Shared Hope International 
shared their views on the 
culture of tolerance in our 
society for human traffick-
ing. Healing Action Net-
work made a presentation 
on restoring victims to help 
them become productive so-
ciety members, and lastly, 
the International Institute of 
Buffalo focused on how to 
recognize and report signs of 
potential human trafficking. 
  The conference was held 
in the William E. Swan Au-
ditorium on Apr. 26 from 1 
to 4 p.m., and again on April 
27 from 9 a.m. to noon. The 
event was free and open to 
the public.  The same ma-
terial and speakers were 
included in both sessions.

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 3

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 2
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS (April-July, 2012)

April
27 H-Files delivery
 Quad Party XV, 12-4 p.m., main quad
 Career Development Center Résumé, Cover Letter, & Career   
  Workshop, 1-3 p.m., Career Lab, Franciscan Hall, Room 105
 Buffalo Laboratory Theatre, Taylor Doherty’s The Machine Stops, 
  7:30 p.m., William E. Swan Auditorium
28 Buffalo Laboratory Theatre, Taylor Doherty’s The Machine Stops, 
  7:30 p.m., William E. Swan Auditorium
30 Residence Committee meeting, 4 p.m., Campus Center Conference Room, 
  lower level

May
  1   Stress Relief Therapy, Part 2, 1-4 p.m., St. Joseph’s Residence Hall 
  (massage therapy, chocolate therapy, springtime therapy, 
  color therapy, music therapy), sponsored by Counseling Center
 Campus Activity Advisory Board (CAAB) meeting in Campus Center 
  Conference Room, lower level, 4:30 p.m.
   2 Zumba!  Workout with Latin & international music, Franciscan Hall 
  Atrium, 6 p.m.
   3  SGA meeting, Campus Center Conference Room, lower level, 3:15 p.m.
   4   Career Development Center Résumé, Cover Letter, & Career Workshop, 
  1-3 p.m., Career Lab, Franciscan Hall, Room 105
   5 Last class session for Saturday classes
   7 Last class session for weekday & evening classes
8-10 Final examination period for weekday & evening classes
 11 Academic Honors Program, 7 p.m., Swan Auditorium; reception to follow, 
  extending to 9 p.m.
 12 Baccalaureate Mass/Commencement
 14 Summer Session I begins, ending June 1

June
   7 Summer Session II begins, ending July 20

July
 23 Summer Session III begins, ending Aug. 10

students, faculty, and staff 
to choose a small part of the 
Hilbert campus to beautify.   
Groups of people gathered 
together to plant flowers, 
weed, and pick up garbage 
in specific places on campus. 
  A panel of judges decided 

by Emili Ripley

  On Earth Day 2012, Apr. 
22, a campus-wide event 
took place. The S.A.D.D. 
Club and the Student Gov-
ernment Association, as 
co-sponsors, challenged the 

EARTH DAY CHALLENGE     
BEAUTIFIES CAMPUS

by Jamie Omerhodzic

  During the month of April the “Kenya Krew” has been collecting donations for 
the service learning trip to Kenya this May. This will be the second trip to Kenya 
for Hilbert students.  We will be working at two different schools, one in one of the 
poorest areas of Kenya, Kaloleni, and another outside of Nairobi that is specifically 
for girls who have lost their parents to AIDS. In addition to specific projects we’ll 
be working on while there (putting in concrete floors, assisting with meal prepara-
tions, working in the classrooms), we would also like to collect some items to take 
with us and donate to the two schools we’ll be working at.  The school in Kaloleni 
is in great need of many basic supplies and the children and adults in the area are 
always in need of clothing.  The school/home outside of Nairobi is looking primar-
ily for items the girls would enjoy. We would greatly appreciate any donations of:

  ` Gently used spring/summer clothing
   Gently used Hilbert apparel 
   Sports jerseys
   Coloring books/crayons
   Pens/pencils
   Sharpeners
   Erasers
   Nail polish
   Earrings
   Lip balm
   Flip flops.

  There will be drop-off boxes located throughout the school, or do-
nations can be taken to Dr. Amy Smith in Paczesny Hall, Room 161. 
  In addition to the collection drive, the participants will also be participating in a fast 
on May 1 to raise money specifically for the flooring project.  Similar to a walk-a-
thon, we will be collecting pledges from people to support our efforts and then ab-
staining from all food on May 1 for a 24-hour period.  Droughts, the inability to access 
clean drinking water, and poverty can create food scarcity in Kenya, so a fast is a good 
way to draw attention to some of the problems facing the country while also allowing 
us to raise money for the project.  If you would like to make a pledge, please contact 
one of the students participating in the trip or Dr. Amy Smith (asmith@hilbert.edu).
  Thank you in advance for your support.

PREPARING FOR THE SERVICE 
LEARNING TRIP TO KENYA

by Kalfonn Desrosiers

  The balloon artist was real-
ly fun; people came and en-
joyed themselves as they re-
ceived their balloons. Also, 
the artist was really fun by 
making jokes with the bal-

BALLOON ARTIST

by Heather Bello, 
VP of Programming

  The children’s Easter 
Party took place on Apr. 1 
from 2 to 4 p.m. in the Hil-
bert College Campus Cen-

CHILDREN’S EASTER PARTY

by Kristine Surman

  On Wednesday, Mar. 7, 
2012, we had Eric come 
in and create caricatures 
for the students. This 
event turned out to be a 
total success. We had over 
fifty students attend and 
get their caricature done. 

CARICATURE ARTIST by Lawrence Oaks

  Flash mob:  A group of 
people, who assemble sud-
denly in a public place, 
perform an unusual and 
seemingly pointless act 
for a brief time, then dis-
perse, often for the purposes 
of entertainment, satire, 
and artistic expression. 

FLASH MOB

which group’s spot was 
most beautiful. After the 
projects were completed 
by Apr. 23, two prizes were 
given to the first- and sec-
ond-place winners of Hil-
bert’s Earth Day Challenge.

ter.  Like the Halloween and 
Christmas parties, it was 
free and open to the public. 
  The event attracted about 
300 from the surrounding 
community.  It was spon-
sored by the Student Gov-
ernment Association and 

many clubs on campus.  
  The Easter Party entailed 
arts and crafts, Easter 
egg decorating, pictures 
with the Easter bunny, 
and many more intrigu-
ing activities for the chil-
dren of the community. 

loons. Having him there was 
really pleasant, as it brought 
entertainment to the people, 
who waited in a long line, 
because many wanted a 
balloon. It was just fun! 
  As for myself, I really en-
joyed it. The balloon artist 

made all types of balloons 
such as dogs, monkeys, 
crowns, a tree, a tiara, ba-
sically all the types you 
can think of. It was really 
fun and is definitely rec-
ommended for next year, 
fall and spring semesters. 

  The man was very socia-
ble and made the students 
laugh and feel comfort-
able. It was interesting to 
find out that he made cari-
catures for Elton John and 
Shaquille O’Neal. He said 
he was happy with his ca-
reer choice and has been 
doing it for fifteen years. 

  When I asked the stu-
dents if they would like to 
see him come back in the 
future, they all said yes. 
  I had my caricature done 
with my roommate Im-
moni and we hung them 
outside our apartment door. 

by Diandra Cano 

  On Mar. 23 the Campus 
Activities Advisory Board 
(C.A.A.B.) hosted a ’70s, 
’80s, and ’90s theme party in 

A RECOLLECTION ABOUT                           
“STEP IN TIME”

the upper level of the Cam-
pus Center. The event took 
Hilbert students back to the 
games, music, and fash-
ions of their preferred era. 
  It was a good turn-out with 

approximately fifty students 
at the event. For over three 
hours, everyone was able 
to enjoy the company of 
friends and staff members. 

  Personally I loved teaming 
up with my C.A.A.B. mem-
bers to show others what we 
have because I know some 
people are actually too shy 
to show off their talents. We 
might not be the best danc-
ers of them all, but I’m just 
glad that we accomplished 
facing our fears of entertain-
ing the public.  We all came 
together and practiced a fan-

tastic piece for all to enjoy. 
  So without further ado, be 
at the Quad Party on Apr. 27 
and be aware that our first 
ever flash mob is to enter-
tain you all during this time. 
It will be a surprise as to 
when we do our flash mob, 
but don’t be afraid and jump 
right on in and join C.A.A.B. 
and have some fun! 

by Heather Bello

  Jonathan Hulbert, Presi-
dent of Hilbert College’s 
Student Government As-
sociation (SGA), put this 
event together on behalf 
of the Junior Leadership 
Scholarship group.  It was 

BALD FOR BUCKS
hosted on Apr. 3 in the 
West Herr Atrium. Several 
students, faculty, and staff 
members participated in 
this event—either having 
their heads shaved or some 
hair cut off, as well as being 
sponsored by some of the 
faculty and staff members. 

All the proceeds raised were 
donated to Roswell Park 
Cancer Institute for cancer 
research. Altogether the goal 
was to raise about $3,000,  
nearly $6,400 was raised! 
  Those participating were 
Andrew Maguda of Cheek-
towaga; Marne Griffin of 

Marilla, associate profes-
sor of English; Orchard 
Park residents Kathryn Es-
kew, associate professor of 
human and rehabilitation 
services, and Ron Eskew, 
Ph.D., director of institu-
tional research and assess-
ment; Rebecca Sutton of 

Eden; Gregory Zitnik of 
Blasdell; Jonathan Hul-
bert of Frewsburg, SGA 
president, who helped or-
ganize the fundraiser and 
participated in honor of a 
family member; Dontrell 
Young of Rochester, An-
drew D’Amico of Akron; 

and Lisamarie Bensman, 
Ph.D., of Buffalo, assistant 
professor of psychology. 
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STUDENT  GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

STUDENT  ACTIVITIES

by Joe Pernick

  On Apr. 20 the Student 
Government Association 
(SGA) hosted an awards 
banquet for Hilbert Col-
lege clubs and publications.  
After a welcome by Hilbert 
College President Cynthia 
Zane, Ed.D., a blessing by 
Hilbert President Emerita Sr. 
Edmunette Paczesny, FSSJ, 
Ph.D., and an outstanding 
dinner, guest speaker Den-
nis Black, the Vice Presi-
dent for University Life and 
Services at the University 
of Buffalo, gave an inspir-
ing speech, preceding the 
presentation of awards.
  Following the Student Club 
Contribution Awards, the 
awards to leadership schol-
ars in the Leadership Work-
shop Series, Levels I & II, 
the Residence Life Appre-
ciation Awards, the awards 
in the Student Ambassadors 

SGA  AWARDS  BANQUET
Program, and Student Ser-
vice Awards, the rest of the 
evening focused on Spe-
cialty Achievement Awards.  
  Diandra Cano received the 
Sister Edmunette Francis-
can Spirit Award.  Named 
in honor of the former presi-
dent, it represents a student 
who exemplifies the seven 
Franciscan values.  She re-
ceived the award for the 
way she represents these 
values and for the way she 
influences spirit in others.
  The John Kissel Outstand-
ing Leadership Award, 
named in honor of the for-
mer Vice President for Stu-
dent Life, who displayed 
great leadership, went to 
a student whose responsi-
bilities as a leader among 
students encourages others 
to demonstrate leadership 
as well.  The award-winner 
who exemplified these qual-
ities was Jonathan Hulbert.  

His leadership has been seen 
through all the programs, 
clubs, and activities he has 
participated in, especially in 
his role as SGA President.
   The Campus Improve-
ment Awards goes to a club 
that improves the cam-
pus environment through 
club members’ respect for 
one another, the manner 
in which students com-
municate, and contribu-
tions to the cleanliness and 
beauty of the campus.  The 
award went to Students 
Against Destructive Deci-
sions (S.A.D.D.), a club that 
meets these standards and 
also has made a noticeable 
difference in beautifying 
the Hilbert College campus.
  The Club of the Year Award 
goes to a club that not only 
benefits its members, but 
others in the process, a club 
that supports education 
while also going outside the 

classroom and campus to 
reach out to those in need.  
Students in Free Enterprise 
(SIFE) has gone beyond 
the needs of its members 
and has demonstrated 
through their trip to the 
Dominican Republic how 
they have reached out to 
people needing assistance.
  The Advisor of the Year 
Award went to Jeannie 
MacDonald.  The award is 
given to an advisor whose 
passion for the club’s ac-
tivities results in the stu-
dents advancing beyond 
their expectations.  She 
displays these qualities as 
SGA advisor and as advi-
sor to two clubs, where her 
dedication inspires students.
  The Mission in Action 
Award is an award given 
by the Mission Integration 
Committee.  It acknowledg-
es a student club or group 
on campus which demon-

strates Hilbert’s Franciscan 
core values through their 
activities and programs.  
Those values are service, 
respect, compassion, peace 
joy, hope, vision, and in-
tegrity.  This year’s award 
was conferred upon the Hu-
man Services Association.  
  Under the direction of their 
advisor, Professor Colleen 
Kumiega, the group went to 
City Mission’s Cornerstone 
Manor once a month for 
three hours.  During each 
visit, they did a craft with 
the women and children.  
They also watched the chil-
dren when the mothers went 
to chapel.  Other activities 
sponsored by the group this 
year included teaching re-
ligion classes on Tuesday 
evenings at a local church, 
helping with a benefit for 
Kathleen Mary House, and 
doing crafts at Autumn 
View Manor.  The Mis-

sion Integration Commit-
tee is so proud of the Hu-
man Services Association 
and other campus groups 
who performed wonder-
ful service work this year.  
  Of awards remain-
ing, the Student Em-
ployee of the Year Award 
went to Paul Liedkie.
  Toward the end of the 
evening the 2011-12 SGA 
Senate was recognized and 
the new Senate sworn in, 
with an inaugural address 
by incoming president Da-
vid Grapes and closing re-
marks by current president 
Jonathan Hulbert, who was 
thanked and acknowledged 
again for his leadership.
  As a final tribute to cur-
rent and incoming SGA of-
ficers and members of the 
SGA Senate (those who 
have been determined at 
this point), the following 
parallel list is given below.

  Current    Incoming   
  President Jonathan Hulbert  President David Grapes
  Vice President Dontrell Young  Vice President Joseph Pernick
  Secretary Angela Borkowski  Secretary Angela Borkowski
  Treasurer Adam Clabo   Treasurer TBD
  V.P. of Programming Heather Bello VP of Programming Samantha Seekings
  Senior Representatives Diandra Cano &  Senior Representative Kristen Surman
 Kelly Penepent   Junior Representative Mark Trask
  Sophomore  Representatives Joseph  Sophomore Representatives Dabrielle       
 Pernick & Mark Trask   Wright & Shamika Niles
  Freshman Representative David Grapes
  Residence Representative Samantha
 Seekings
  Commuter Representative Maria Linares
  Representative-at-Large Matthew Williams

by Heather Bello.    
VP of Programming 

for SGA

  Hello all!   I hope
everyone enjoyed all the 
C.A.A.B. and Student Ac-
tivities events this spring 
semester. Since the previ-
ous H-Files issue the last 

by Heather Bello,
VP of Programming

  Hilbert College’s Student 
Government Association 
partnered with the 
Village of Hamburg to 

by David Grapes

  Beginning in late May, 
2012, Hilbert College’s 
well known leader, Hon-
ors student, and rep-
resentative, Jonathan 
Hilbert, will be taking 
part in an esteemed sum-
mer research program 
at Clemson University.
   Jonathan is a junior 
psychology major as well 
as the President of SGA 
for a second consecu-
tive year. He is one of 
ten U.S. students selected 
to work with Dr. Fred 
Switzer, an industrial or-
ganizational psycholo-
gist at Clemson Univer-
sity, South Carolina. Dr. 
Switzer is an acclaimed 
scholar and has pub-

CAMPUS ACTIVITIES ADVISORY BOARD 
(C.A.A.B.)

few events taking place on 
campus were the carica-
ture artist, the theme party, 
a dunk tank, and a balloon 
artist. Keep reading through 
The H-Files to find out how 
these events turned out! 
  On another note I would 
love to announce that Sa-
mantha Seekings will be tak-
ing over as SGA VP for Pro-

gramming and congratulate 
her. Wishing her the best!  
  If you have any events 
you would like to see hap-
pen on campus, please feel 
free to e-mail her and let 
her know <sseekings@hil-
bert.edu>.  This way she 
can work to the best of her 
abilities and bring to you 
what you would like to see! 

CLOTHING DRIVE

STUDENT SELECTED FOR                             
PRESTIGIOUS RESEARCH INTERNSHIP

lished dozens of studies. 
  According to Dr. Swit-
zer, the research “is look-
ing at how to train and 
measure mission-critical 
cognitions and behaviors 
such as team/distribut-
ed situation awareness, 
adaptability, back-up 
behavior, risk percep-
tion and analysis…” 
  Other research that 
Jonathan will contrib-
ute to involves computer 
simulations to look at 
the short- and long-term 
effects of business deci-
sions and work behav-
iors. The team’s research 
will be funded by grants 
from Honda and the U.S. 
Department of Defense. 
  Jonathan’s specific 
duties entail assisting 

Dr. Switzer’s research 
on real-time team per-
formance and organi-
zational simulations.
  Jonathan gave thanks 
to Hilbert College’s psy-
chology faculty.  In his 
words, “they have truly 
sparked my passion for 
psychology.” It is obvi-
ous that Jonathan has 
a bright and successful 
future ahead of him. He 
plans to attend graduate 
school for organizational 
psychology and earn a 
Ph.D. Anyone who knows 
Jonathan understands his 
word is a good as gold. 
We have confidence that 
he will accomplish his 
goals as well as many 
other magnificent things. 

  Hello from Stu-
dent Activities!
  We want to wish you 
a fun and safe summer.  
Good luck on your exams!
  If you have any ques-
tions regarding student 
activities, please contact 
the Student Activities 
Office at 926-8932 or 

jmacdonald@hilbert.edu.
  Reminder:  The Quad 
Party is scheduled for  
Friday, Apr. 27, on the 
main quad, 12-4 p.m.
  Come out and celebrate 
the end of the semester 
with various activities, 
food, and fun!  Enjoy 
a rock wall, air brush 

tattoo artist, a jousting 
arena, and a giant slide 
amongst many other 
activities. Free food 
will be provided, a live 
band, and a few other 
surprises! All Hilbert 
students are welcome.

Student Activities Office

STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

  Congratulations to 
Tom Wills and Tori 
Felser on receiving Stu-
dent Service Awards 
at the SGA Awards 
Banquet on Apr. 20.
  Tom Wills’ award was 
for service to Hilbert Ho-
rizons, the student liter-
ary magazine.  He had 
joined the magazine staff 
as a freshman, serving 
four years as the layout 
design editor and techni-
cal guru, and becoming 
editor in his fourth year, 
bringing his technical 

artistry to the handsome 
magazine made avail-
able freely to Hilbert 
students beginning in the 
week of Apr. 16.  Kudos 
to Tom and to his tal-
ented staff and to all who 
contributed their writ-
ings to Hilbert Horizons.
  Tori Felser’s award was 
for service to The H-
Files, Hilbert’s student 
newspaper.  This award 
went to a graduating se-
nior serving in fall and 
spring of 2011-12 and in 
semesters before that, as 

writer and film critic and 
eventually reporter, with 
numerous articles to her 
credit, in addition to serv-
ing as one of the paper’s 
several guest editors. 

host a clothing drive 
from Apr. 16 to Apr. 21. 
  Bins were placed in 
the Village Hall, Village 
Youth Center, Trinity 
Hall, St. Joseph’s 
Hall, the Campus 

Center, and Bogel Hall. 
  The clothing items 
will be donated to the 
St. Vincent DePaul 
Society and Operation 
Good Neighbor.
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OFFICES

CLUBS

  Exciting news for the 
2012-2013 season!  Hil-
bert is joining the Upstate 
New York Club Hockey 
League (UNYCHL).
  The UNYCHL was 
founded in 2006 and con-
sists of Alfred St Uni-
versity, Le Moyne Col-
lege, Cazenovia College, 
Oneonta College, Canton 
College, Hamilton Col-
lege, and Union College. 
The league is hoping to 
be able to have two divi-
sions for this upcoming 
season—West and East 
Divisions. So far, the 
West would consist of 
D’Youville, St. John Fish-
er, Alfred, Hilbert, and 
SUNY Brockport. The 
East would consist of Le 
Moyne, Canton, Union, 
Oneonta, and Hamilton. 
Onondaga Community 
College, which was ac-
cepted into the league 

HILBERT HAWKS ICE HOCKEY CLUB

Hilbert Hawks Ice Hockey Club

pending approval of their 
status as a club team, 
would be the sixth for the 
East. The West is just in 
need of one more team 
to have six teams in each 
division. All this infor-
mation and more can be 
found on the league’s 
website:  http://unychl.
tripod.com/index.html.
  On Mar. 25, 2012, the 
club hosted an alumni 
game at Leisure Rinks. 
The current team and the 
alumni players donated 
money to Alex’s Lemon-
ade Stand in memory of 
Natalie Pawelski, who 
passed away on June 30, 
2003, at the age of three 
years and nine months 
from Stage IV neuroblas-
toma cancer. Donations 
were through penalty 
minutes that the play-
ers accumulated over the 
2011-2012 season and 

both current players and 
alumni players donated 
money at the game. The 
team would also like to 
thank the Pawelski fam-

ily for showing their 
support for the team and 
also making a donation 
toward Alex’s Lem-
onade Stand. The cur-

rent players’ plan is to 
host more games played 
against the alumni every 
couple of months.  The 
next game could be as 

soon as the end of April. 

Kate Suchan
Team Coordinator 

April 20, 2012
***Announcements from the Student Finance Office, Franciscan Hall***

  SUMMER 2012 REGISTRATION/BILLING:  For those stu-
dents registered for summer classes, billing statements will be 
mailed the first week of May with a balance due date of 5/11/12.  
  FALL 2012 REGISTRATION/LATE FEES/BILLING:  Current stu-
dents need to be registered for the Fall 2012 semester by 5/11/12; oth-
erwise, a $50.00 late registration fee will be charged to your account.  
  You will not be allowed to register for the 2012 semester if your finan-
cial aid file is incomplete (outstanding paperwork) or if you are delinquent 
on tuition payments according to your signed promissory note payment 
plan.  Please check with the Student Finance Office immediately if you are 
unsure of the status of your Spring 2012 student account.  The last day to   
submit any outstanding financial aid paperwork for the Spring 
2012 semester is May 4!  All 2012 billing statements will be mailed 
the first week of July with a balance due date of Aug. 3, 2012.
  2012-2013 FAFSA:   Reminder:  Please complete the 2012-
2013 FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) online at 
www.fafsa.ed.gov.  Make it a priority to file your FAFSA today! 
  OUTSIDE SCHOLARSHIPS: Need money?  Stop in pe-
riodically to the Student Finance Office and check out the 
availability of outside scholarships that may benefit you!

  The Student Finance Office staff … is here for you!
 Cindy Claar, Student Finance Technician, ext. 314
 Kelly Canaski, Student Finance Counselor, ext. 277
 Suna Combs, Student Finance Counselor, ext. 249
 Elaine Szczepanski, Student Finance Counselor, ext. 308
 Beverly Chudy, Director of Financial Aid, ext. 207
 Julie Lanski, Director of Student Financial Services, ext. 208

Office Hours:  Monday–Thursday, 8:30 a.m.–5 p.m.; Friday, 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Telephone:  649-7900

  As of Spring, 2012, grades will no longer be mailed to students! 
Grades are available online at selfservice.hilbert.edu.  Grades will 
be available online by May 17, 2012.  If you have a grade hold 
on your account, you will not be able to view your grades online.  
  To view your grades, go to selfservice.hilbert.edu.  Enter your Self-Ser-
vice username and password—this username and password is unique to 
Self-Service.  Your Angel username and password will not work here.  
  If you do not have a Self-Service account, click Request Account 
on the left side of the web page and follow the directions.  If you 
have forgotten your password, click Forgot Password on the left 
side of the web page.  When creating a new account or request-
ing a new password, Self-Service will e-mail your information to 
your hilbert.edu email account.  You will not see this e-mail in An-
gel.  For instructions on using Self-Service, click the Manual link.
  To view your grades after you have logged in:

  Click the Grade tab;
  Click the Grade Report menu;
  Select the term you wish to view under Period.
  If you want to print the report card, select Print
   on the left side of the web page.

  If you have trouble logging in after trying the steps above, please 
contact the Help Desk for assistance at helpdesk@hilbert.edu.
  If you are able to log in, but unable to view your grades due to a stop, hold, 
or other issue, please contact the Office of Student Records at ext.  342. 

Patricia Wilson
Student Records Clerk

STUDENT RECORDS

GRADES ONLY AVAILABLE ONLINE,
STARTING WITH SPRING,

2012 SEMESTER

FINANCIAL AID CORNER

FINANCIAL LITERACY TIP OF THE MONTH

Understand Your 
Tax Benefits

  Did you know that pay-
ing for your education may 
provide certain tax benefits? 

If you’re making payments 
on a loan, the interest paid 
might be deductible. To 
learn more about these tax 
benefits, we suggest you re-

view Internal Revenue Ser-
vice Publication 970:  Tax 
Benefits for Education.

April is Financial Literacy Month
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OFFICES:  McGRATH LIBRARY

DIVISIONS

by Diandra Cano

  The Hilbert College Sis-
ter Joanette Rutkowski 
Archives and Historical 
Collection was created 
in honor of Hilbert’s for-

HILBERT’S ONLINE ARCHIVE COLLECTION
mer archivist, Sr. Joanette 
Rutkowski, at the Mc-
Grath Library. The col-
lection is now available 
through the New York 
Heritage Digital Collec-
tions site. Its contents in-

clude selection of photos 
from college’s archives. 
  Colleen Dippold and 
Deborah Mogavero, cre-
ators of the collection, 
put in much time and 
effort to make this proj-

ect possible. Dippold is 
the public services and 
library instruction coor-
dinator at the McGrath 
Library, while Mogave-
ro was a student at the 
time of the project.  Mo-

gavero is now a Hilbert 
adjunct instructor. Their 
combined effort was 
part of a Western New 
York Library Resources 
Council project to work 
with the member librar-

ies in developing a re-
gional repository of digi-
tal collections derived 
from member’s archival 
and library resources. 

  The spring meeting 
of the Digital Media 
and Communication 
Program Advisory 
Board was convened 
on March 9, 2012. 
  In attendance were 
board members Mark 
Scott, WBFO-FM; 
Nancy Parisi, Pho-
tographer; and Char-
ity Vogel, Buffalo 
News. Board mem-
bers not present were 
Les Greenbaum, Jodi 
Johnston, Stephen 

DIGITAL MEDIA & COMMUNICATION PROGRAM  ADVISORY BOARD

DMAC Advisory Board Members Mark Scott, WBFO-FM; Nancy Parisi, 
Photographer; & Charity Vogel, Buffalo News

by Tori Felser

  On Mar. 6, 2012, 
the Hilbert program 
of digital media and 
communication spon-
sored a conference 
entitled Social Media 
2012, from 3 to 6 p.m., 
held in the Palisano 
Lecture Room of Bo-
gel Hall (Room 101).
  This regional event 
was open to the public 
and included general 
topics from current 
business, to market-
ing and legal issues, 
with a number of 
presentation topics 
and guest speakers.
  The first presenta-
tion was entitled “So-
cial History,” by Dr. 
Ramona SantaMaria, 
including an overview 
of the history of social 
media, its current ben-
efits, and the power of 

SOCIAL MEDIA  
CONFERENCE 2012

Dr. Ramona SantaMaria Takes the Microphone During the Panel 
Discussion & to Her Left Are Trevor Torcello, Esq., & Carolyn 

Human, & on the Right, Kevin Purdy

Mark Scott, WBFO-FM’s 
Retired News Director, 

Serving as Moderator for 
Social Media Conference 2012

Powell, Chris Schob-
ert, and Charles Lewis. 
  The board was de-
briefed on the re-
cent Social Media 
2012 conference.   
  The board also 
looked ahead to the 
upcoming academic 
year and the addition 
of new board mem-
bers, as well planning 
for upcoming events.

Christopher Gallant
Assistant Professor, DMAC

the media.  Dr. San-
taMaria is an assistant 
professor of computer 
information systems at 
Buffalo State College.
  The second presenta-
tion, by Leslie Green-
baum, was “Using 
Trademarks and Copy-
righted Materials in 
Social Media.”  This 
talk considered fair 
use, copyright infringe-
ment, and rights of 
publicity.  Greenbaum 
is an attorney with 
Gross, Shuman, Briz-
dle, and Gilfillan P.C.
  The third talk, “Pitfalls 
and Opportunities in 
Social Media,” was pre-
sented by Carolyn Hu-
man, account manager 
at Travers Collins, and 
Trevor Torcello, attor-
ney at Gross, Shuman, 
Brizdle, and Gilfillan.  
This presentation fo-
cused on social media 

legal matters and the 
need to create strategies 
to address these issues.
  The fourth and final 
presentation, “The Fu-
ture of Social Media,” 
discussed technology 
trend-setters around 
the world and the lat-
est developments in 
social media.  This 
session was presented 
by Kevin Purdy, au-
thor of Google+: The 
Missing Manual and 
The Complete An-
droid Guide.  Purdy 
also acted as writer 
for Fast Company’s 
Work Smart section, IT 
World, and other tech-
nology publications.
  This event included 
live Internet video 
stream for off-campus 
participants, enabling 
them to ask speakers 
questions via Twitter, 
Facebook, and online 

video feed from chris-
gallant.tv.  Live audio 
broadcast of the confer-
ence was also available 
on Hawk Radio, Hil-
bert’s web radio station.
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OFFICES:  CAMPUS MINISTRY

  For the third year, 
Campus Ministry spon-
sored a service trip 
to Washington, D.C., 
over Spring Break.  
Barbara Bonanno, the 
campus ministey dire-
tor, assisted by Lau-
ren Watkins, accom-
panied six students.  
  The group left Sun-
day night, Mar. 11, at 
11:30 p.m. and traveled 
all night on MegaBus. 
Arriving 8:30 a.m. at 
Union Station in Wash-
ington, we took the sub-
way to YSOP (Youth 
Service Opportunity 
Project) where the 
next few nights would 
be spent. Given some 
free time, the group 
dropped off its gear and 
went exploring for a 
few hours. Being only 
a few blocks from the 
White House, everyone 
walked there and en-
joyed the beautiful day.  
  Now I will let oth-
ers tell you what 
happened next . . .

Lauren Watkins
Business/Finance Office Re-

ceptionist

A SPEAKER 
WHO CHANGED 

OUR VIEWS

by Lizzie 
Durrett-Goodison

  After our free time, we 
met with other groups 
from different colleges 
in the dining hall at the 
church where we were 
staying. Then we set 
up chairs and got ready 
to listen to a speaker 
from the National Co-
alition for the Home-
less. He told us about 
his journey in life and 
how he became home-
less twice. Most of 
the students who were 
there walked in with 
stereotypes of how 
the world views the 
homeless. You might 
know some of those 
pre-existing thoughts, 
such as drug addic-
tions, alcoholism, or 

STUDENTS GO TO WASHINGTON
IN SERVICE TO THE HUNGRY AND HOMELESS

even laziness that peo-
ple share, explaining 
why the homeless are 
on the streets begging 
for food. The speaker 
wanted to change our 
views and explain that 
homelessness can af-
fect anyone, even you. 
  Before he became 
homeless he had a 
very good paying job, 
a wife, and two chil-
dren he loved deeply. 
However, throughout 
his lifetime he has suf-
fered from depression.  
When his father died, 
his depression became 
worse than it had ever 
been. He became so de-
pressed that he stopped 
going to work and just 
stayed in his bed all 
day. That resulted in 
his losing his job, his 
house, his wife, and 
his children. Just like 
that, he was homeless. 
  This speaker told us 
about all of his strug-
gles while he was living 
on the streets and how 
his depression kept him 
isolated from the rest 
of the world. When he 
was sleeping one night, 
cold on the streets, a 
stranger placed a busi-
ness card near his head. 
The card was about a 
local shelter that pro-
vided help to the home-
less. He was shocked 
because he had no idea 
that there were orga-
nizations that helped 
the homeless because 
he had never been in 
this situation before. 
With the right amount 
of help and determina-
tion, he started to get 
back on his feet again. 
However, shortly after 
he got a small apart-
ment, he was held at 
gunpoint in his hallway 
by a stranger. Thank-
fully, he only got shot 
in the hand, but that 
caused him to lose his 
job. Once again, he 
became homeless. It 
took a while for him, 
once again, to get back 
on his feet. He did so 

but he could not use 
his hand properly.  
  Unable to work, he 
volunteered with the 
National Coalition 
for the Homeless as a 
speaker. We were in-
spired by his story and it 
was a hard reality to ac-
cept that homelessness 
can affect anyone. It 
was a great experience 
that made us appreci-
ate everything we have 
in life, and it erased all 
of our previous stereo-
types that we associ-
ated with the homeless. 

DINNER FOR 
THE HUNGRY   
& HOMELESS

by Taylor Wright

  YSOP, the organiza-
tion with which we 
worked, usually hosts 
a dinner a couple of 
nights a week for 
people off the street. 
It is for individuals 
who are homeless or 
who just need a meal 
on that particular day.    
  With us, on our eve-
ning, were groups 
from two other col-
leges.  They, too, came 
to help cook the food, 
serve, and share a meal 
with the homeless. We 
separated into mixed 
groups to make meat-
loaf, stir-fry, mashed 
potatoes, and brownies. 
A dining-room was set 
up for the people who 
came in. The doors 
opened at 6:30 p.m. 
and our guests wan-
dered in slowly. At the 
tables we placed pop-
corn as an appetizer 
and we also provided 
games so that they 
had some entertain-
ment.  Once we served 
our guests, we enjoyed 
the meal with them.
  There are many things 
that I could say that 
sum up the night, but 
there is a song that 
brings back all those 
great moments from 

that night. The song 
is called “Moments” 
by Emersion Drive. In 
the song a young man 
is on the bridge when 
he notices an older, 
homeless man to whom 
he gives money, figur-
ing that he would not 
need it anyway. Upon 
receiving the money, 
the homeless man tells 
of his past, saying that 
he “hasn’t always been 
this way” and that he 
has had his “Moments.”     
  It was a life-chang-
ing experience for me, 
as well as the others 
because just interact-
ing with everyone and 
listening to what they 
had to say was amaz-
ing. Some of the folks 
asked us questions 
about college and what 
we wanted to do in life, 
and some even shared 
their dreams with us. 
Many people worked 
great jobs and had a 
family before they lost 
their jobs and homes. 
  Carrying on a conver-
sation with them was 
just amazing and even 
playing games like 
Phase 10 or UNO with 
them brightened their 
day. Some of us, in-
cluding myself, learned 
a little sign language. 
It was great because a 
few of us were taking 
a sign language course 
and were able to use 
what we had learned in 
class in the real world. 
Altogether I would 
say that the group had 
an amazing time pro-
viding this dinner. 

STREET 
CHURCH

by Talisha Allen

  On the morning of 
Tuesday, Mar. 13, we 
helped with Street 
Church. Sponsored by 
an Episcopal church, 
Street Church provides 
lunch to the hungry 
and homeless in a local 
park. We got up early 

to prepare peanut butter 
and jelly sandwiches. 
We turned it into a train 
process: one person 
spread the peanut but-
ter, another spread jelly 
and put the sandwich 
together, one person 
packed the sandwiches, 
and another bagged the 
packed sandwiches. 
After that was done, we 
placed the sandwiches 
and other food in carts 
and walked to the park. 
  It was a small park 
surrounded by many 
businesses. We left the 
church at 11 am. so 
there were people out 
on their lunch hour. 
Some glanced at us and 
some did not. In one 
area of the park, we set 
up a table and placed 
the food on it. There 
were also bottles of wa-
ter to give out.  Before 
the meal was served, 
there was a prayer ser-
vice. We handed out 
papers that had hymns 
and songs on them. It 
was not geared toward 
any specific religion, 
but a pastor assisted. 
It was different and 
fun:  Different because 
we were not in a build-
ing worshipping, but 
outside where anyone 
could join; fun be-
cause you got to watch 
people of different 
faith, color, culture, 
and sex behave differ-
ently to the same thing.
  After prayer, the 
people, mainly home-
less, lined up. They 
were each given a bag 
and some hand sani-
tizer. The people were 
then served. They were 
given two sandwiches, 
a piece of fruit, can-
dy, noodles, and wa-
ter. Some got back in 
line for seconds and 
thirds. When new per-
sons showed up late, 
they entered the front 
of the line and got as 
much as someone who 
went through the sec-
ond time. There were 
a few people there 

who were not home-
less, but needed food at 
that time. Once done, 
we packed up and re-
turned to the church. 
We all agreed we had 
fun helping them out.

THE TOTAL
EXPERIENCE

by Amanda Brown

  The trip to Washing-
ton, D.C., was a great 
and inspiring experi-
ence. It was a won-
derful eye-opener for 
everyone to help the 
homeless. It taught 
us that we should be 
grateful for the things 
we have and never take 
them for granted. Also 
it was nice to sit down 
with the homeless and 
listen to their stories 
and life experiences. 
  We also got to sight-
see, which was amaz-
ing because most of us 
had never been there. It 
was also nice to see ev-
eryone bond and come 
together to support 
and help people who 
needed it more than 
us. Overall, it was an 
amazing trip, not only 
for the service work and 
sightseeing, but also 
meeting some great 
people and making 
long-term friendships.

PRINT BYTES

Trusting the 
Marketplace

“There are business-
men who really 
believe in the free 
market – until it 
s t o p s b e l i e v i n g 
in them” (10).

Michael Wood.  
  “Must We Pay for 
  Sanskrit?”  London 
  Review of Books       
  33.24 Dec. 15,
  2011): 10.
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PHOTO GALLERY

Heather Grinsell & Tori Felser with Poster Exhibits

Front Row, Left to Right: Talisha Allen, Lizzie Durrett-Goodison, 
Walter Jackson, & Amanda Brown; 

Back Row, Left to Right:  Speaker from National Coalition             
for the Homeless, Taylor Wright,  & Tiara Heinz

Left to Right: Talisha Allen, Lizzie Durrett-Goodison, 
& Walter Jackson with Students From Other Colleges 

Preparing Dinner for the Hungry & Homeless

CAMPUS MINISTRY--SPRING BREAK WASHINGTON, D.C., TRIP

Left to Right: Walter Jackson, Taylor Wright, 
Lizzie Durrett-Goodison, Tiara Heintz, Amanda Brown, 

& Talisha Allen, with Other Volunteers

Jonathan Hulbert, Felicea Harris, & Patrick Winney                      
with Poster Exhibits

HILBERT STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN HONORS CONFERENCE IN BALTIMORE
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Honors Students at Golden Gate Bridge, Back Row, Left to Right:  
Patrick Winney, Maria Linares, Samantha Sieg, Jerrell Mason, 

Robbi Bailey, Ashley Blahowicz, Rachel Kwiatkowski; 
Standing, Middle Row: Alexis Clune & Amber Bailey; 

Sitting, Front, Jonathan Hulbert

At the Food Bank, Monterey County, From Left to Right, 
Back Row:  Patrick Winney, Dr. Amy Smith, Samantha Sieg, Lee 

Holquist from Food Bank; Jonathan Hulbert, Rachel Kwiatkowski, 
Ashley Blahowicz, & Jerrell Mason; From Left to Right, Front Row: 

Maria Linares, Alexis Clune, Amber Bailey, & Robbi Bailey

Left to Right:  Ashley Blahowicz & Samantha Sieg, 
Sorting Seeds at the Homeless Garden Project

SPRING BREAK HONORS PROGRAM SERVICE TRIP TO SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA

Amber Bailey & Patrick Winney Working at the Jesus, Mary, & 
Joseph Home, A Residence for Homeless Women & Their Children  

BUSINESS CLUBS AWARD CEREMONY

Pictured with Stephanie Agone, Center, Are (Left to Right): 
WendyEdson, Chair, Professional Studies Division & 

Associate Professor, Legal Studies; Linda Bernstein, Assistant 
Chair, Professional Studies Division & Professor of Business 

Administration; Patrick Heraty, Professor of Business 
Administration; & Walter Iwanenko, Ph.D., Dean of Graduate 

Studies & Professor of Public Administration  
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DIVISION/PROGRAM NEWSContinued from page 1

Scott Bieler

Agone Receives
Top Sales &

Marketing Award

by Jeff Krajewski

  On Mar. 5 the Hil-
bert SIFE and Phi Beta 
Lambda (PBL) busi-
ness clubs attended 
an awards ceremony 
at Salvatore’s Italian 
Gardens Restaurant.  
Several club members 
appeared at the event:  
Andrew Besch, David 
Hasely, Annilee Ob-
rochta, Jayne Rhein, 
Tyler Siwy, and Steph-
anie Agone.  Accom-
panying these Hilbert 

by Nina Pierino

  On Apr. 24, two Hil-
bert students received 
prestigious honors at 
the New York State 
Society of Certified 
Public Accountants 
Buffalo Chapter’s An-
nual Education Dinner. 
  The two students  hon-
ored on this evening 
were Sarah Zablon-
ski, a senior account-
ing major, and An-
drew Besch, a junior 
accounting major. 
  Zablonski earned the 

by Emili Ripley

  On Apr. 25 Linda Bern- 
stein and Dan Roland, 
professors of busi-
ness, hosted a presen-
tation on leadership to 
students in BUS 101: 
Introduction to Busi-
ness. The speaker, Hil-
bert College former 
trustee Scott Bieler, is 
President of West Herr 
Automotive Group, 
which is the larg-
est automotive group 
in New York State. 
  The presentation 
took place in the Pali-
sano Lecture Room 
of Bogel Hall (Room 
101) and was open 
to all faculty, staff, 
and student classes. 

HILBERT STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN HONORS CONFERENCE

FORMER TRUSTEE MAKES LEADERSHIP 
PRESENTATION

  This was the semes-
ter’s culminating pre-
sentation for BUS 101 
students.  Previously, 
the class was addressed 
by Mike Tyszka, CPA, 
Freed, Maxick, and 
Battaglia, who spoke 
about professional re-
sponsibility to both 
business and invited 
accounting students; 
May Shogan, director 
of International Ex-
changes and Educa-
tional Programs, who 
presented information 
about multiculturalism; 
and Beata Eickhoff, 
Human Resources, 
Recruitment Manager-
Vice President, First 
Niagara Financial 
Group, who addressed 

those attending about 
the bank and its human 
resources department.  

Tyszka and Eickhoff 
are Hilbert alumni.

ACCOUNTING MAJORS 
HONORED 

FOR ACADEMIC 
ACHIEVEMENTS

New York State Soci-
ety Award that went 
to a senior accounting 
major with the highest 
scholastic average in 
accounting. The award 
also goes to one who 
is considered a desir-
able candidate for ad-
mission to the public 
accounting profession. 
  Besch received the 
John T. Kennedy Me-
morial Award. This 
award is presented to a 
junior accounting major 
with the highest over-
all scholastic average.

HILBERT BUSINESS CLUBS ATTEND AWARD CEREMONY  AT SALVATORE’S
students were several 
faculty members of the 
Professional Studies 
Division:  Professors 
Dan Roland, Patrick 
Heraty, Wendy Edson 
(chair),  Linda Bern-
stein (assistant chair), 
and Walter Iwanenko, 
Ph.D., dean of graduate 
studies and  professor of 
public administration.
  The event began with 
cocktails and snacks, 
enabling all to mingle 
with one another.  Then 
Buffalo Sales and Mar-
keting Representative 
(BNMSE) Fred Bris-
tol introduced the re-
cipients and sponsors 

of the event.  Soon af-
terwards, everybody 
was served an exqui-
site dinner:  Caesar 
salad, chateaubriand 
and chicken Milanese, 
twice-baked potato, 
fresh mixed vegetables, 
assorted dinner rolls, 
and for dessert, apple 
cobbler with ice cream.
  The award ceremony 
commenced toward 
the close of the dinner.  
The BNSME organi-
zation presented the 
2011 Collegiate Sales 
and Marketing Award 
to senior Hilbert stu-
dent Stephanie Agone 
for her accomplish-

ments in academics, 
marketing, and com-
munity involvement.  
Stephanie is the third 
Hilbert business major 
to win the collegiate 
award in the last four 
years.  Christopher Ba-
lon and Randy Surface 
were previous winners.
  Following this award, 
the Deputy Institute 
Director of Roswell 
Park Institute, Dr. Can-
dace Johnson, made a 
presentation introduc-
ing WKBW-TV-Chan-
nel 7 Anchor Linda 
Pellegrino, who then 
presented the Elite 
Sales and Marketing 

Awards (ESMA) to the 
respective recipients 
of various companies.
One of the honorees 
was Michael Schae-
fer of West Herr Au-
tomotive Group, a 
Hilbert business ad-
ministration alumnus.
  After the ESMAs were 
given, the president of 
West Herr Automotive 
Group, Scott Bieler, an 
“Executive of the Year” 
honoree in 2009 and 
former Hilbert College 
board member, was 
called to the podium.  
Mr. Bieler presented 
the 2011 Executive of 
the Year Award to Dr. 

Donald L. Trump, the 
CEO of Roswell Park 
Cancer Institute, an 
extremely thoughtful 
and innovative man.  
After thanking the 
group for the award, 
Dr. Trump discussed 
RPCI’s goals of being 
a top ten national can-
cer institute and put-
ting an end to cancer. 
Closing remarks were 
made by Fred Bristol.
  I really enjoyed the 
event because of the 
environment and bril-

  Five members of Hilbert College’s Honors Program participated in the Northeast Regional Honors Council Conference in Baltimore, MD, 
Apr. 12-15.  Each of the students prepared a poster based on their work and took part in a poster session that gave them the opportunity to talk 
to others about that work.  
  The following students, with their poster titles, participated:

  Victoria Felser, “Buffalo in Film”;
  Heather Grinsell, “Snow White as an Example of Female Identity”;
  Felicea Harris, “The Black Wall Street”;
  Jonathan Hulbert, “Are Low-Income Traditional Undergraduate Students More Likely to be Persuaded to Buy a Product While  
     Viewing Peripheral Advertisements or Central Advertisements?”
  Patrick Winney, “A Look at Costa Rica’s People and Culture: Comparing My Personal Experiences to the Experience of a 
    Tourist.” 

Amy Smith
Director, Honors Program

Continued on page 13



  The H-Files/Page 13

DIVISION/PROGRAM NEWS

liant business leaders 
in attendance.  The 
food was extremely 
good, as were the infor-
mative speeches given 
throughout the eve-
ning.  I was delighted 
to hear that a Hilbert 
student, Stephanie Ag-
one, had been chosen 

to receive such an il-
lustrious award as the 
one she had earned.  
  If you would like to 
participate in events 
like this one, contact 
Professors Roland or 
Heraty and join either 
of the Hilbert Col-
lege business clubs—
SIFE or PBL, or both!

Award Ceremony at 
Salvatore’s

Lonna McCary, Miss Buffalo

  Criminal Justice stu-
dent Suzanne Mc-
Kinney is currently 
working on her gradu-
ate program research 
project:  Offender 
Risks for Wrongful 
Conviction.  Suzanne 
is mentored by As-
sistant Professor Car-
raugh Reilly-Nowak.
  Erica Gasiecki, a se-
nior in the criminal jus-
tice program has been 
accepted into graduate 
school at the Univer-
sity of New Haven.  
Congratulations Erica.  
  Forensic science/
crime scene investiga-
tion students Jessica 
Voglewede, Melissa 
Messina, and Lanie 
Harrington are cur-
rently interning at the 
Erie County Medical 
Examiner’s Office.  
  Erica Laduca, a fo-
rensic science/crime 
scene investigation ma-
jor will be employed 
over the summer with 
LeadAmerica.  Erica 
will be teaching crime 
scene reconstruction 
to high school stu-
dents in Washington, 
D.C., and New York 
City.  Congratulations 
to Erica.  This will be 
an amazing experience.  
  The Erie County Med-
ical Examiner’s Office 
will be holding a civil 
service exam for the po-
sition of Scene Inves-
tigator in May.  Inter-
ested candidates should 
check Erie County’s 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE STUDIES DIVISION NEWS
Civil Service website.  
  Hilbert students 
Gina Gemmati, Erica 
Gasiecki, and Jilliam 
Buczek are volunteer-
ing in the Specialized 
Medical Assistance Re-
sponse Team (SMART) 
program, which has 
a volunteer sector at 
the Erie County Medi-
cal Examiner’s Office 
through the Erie County 
Department of Health.  
  Forensic science/
crime scene investiga-
tion students Barbara 
Kowalsky and Lauren 
Lukasiewicz have been 
accepted into gradu-
ate programs in foren-
sic science.  Barb will 
attend New Haven 
University and Lau-
ren will attend at Syra-
cuse University.  Con-
gratulations, ladies. 
  Bernard Walsh, as-
sistant professor of 
criminal justice, is col-
laborating with Tim 
Murphy (former Ni-
agara County District 
Attorney) on a book 
titled The Fields of 
New York.  The book 
will illustrate photo-
graphs and the history 
of each ball park from 
Yankee Stadium to Hil-
bert College’s baseball 
and softball fields and 
many other locations 
in between.  Mr. Mur-
phy has been a valued 
Hilbert guest lecturer 
in the fields of environ-
mental law and orga-
nized crime.  Professor 

Walsh is also conduct-
ing research for a book 
discussing a true story 
of espionage, theft of 
U.S. government clas-
sified documents, ro-
mance, and death.  The 
events described in 
the book took place 
in Washington, D.C., 
North and South Viet-
nam, and Paris, France.
  Carraugh Reilly-
Nowak, assistant pro-
fessor of forensic sci-
ence, recently pre-
sented at a conference 
titled “SIDS, SUD(I)
S, SADA and Other 
Childhood Anomalies.”  
The conference was 
sponsored by the New 
York State Association 
of County Coroners 
and Medical Examin-
ers (NYSACCME).  
Carraugh presented a 
segment on “Pediat-
ric Death Investiga-
tion—Best Practices.”  
  Dr. Martin Floss, chair 
of the graduate pro-
gram in criminal justice 
administration, recent-
ly returned from Neu-
mann University.  Dr. 
Floss conducted a pro-
gram review of the col-

lege’s criminal justice 
program.  Neumann 
University is located 
just outside of Phila-
delphia and is a sister 
Franciscan University.  
  Donna McCary-Zimp-
fer, assistant professor 
of criminal justice, will 
be conducting a pro-
gram review of James-

town Community Col-
lege’s criminal justice 
program next month.  
  Lonna McCary (2011, 
CJ), a graduate student 
in the criminal justice 
administration pro-
gram, recently volun-
teered at Crisis Servic-
es’ “Girls Night Out.”  
The event is designed 

to create awareness of 
domestic violence and 
sexual assault.  Lonna is 
the reigning Miss Buf-
falo and her platform is 
teen domestic violence.  

Donna Zimpfer
Assistant Professor, Criminal 

Justice

by Amber Bailey

  Every year during 
spring break there is a 
service trip offered for 
students in the Honors 
program. This year, 
we had the opportu-
nity to travel to Santa 
Cruz, California, and 
participate in services 
that helped the home-
less both in and around 
the Santa Cruz area. 
  Before going on this 
trip, each of us had our 
own views on home-
lessness and how one 
might become home-

HONORS PROGRAM 
SERVICE TRIP

SPRING BREAK SERVICE TRIP
less. However, I believe 
that each of us gained 
a new perspective on 
the topic of homeless-
ness while on the trip. 
  While in California, 
we did service work 
with several different 
establishments and got 
to view how each es-
tablishment worked. 
  The first place that we 
worked at was called 
Loaves and Fishes.  
While there, we did 
our fair share of filling 
the pantry, distributing 
clothing, and helping 
out with a lunch that 

was big enough to feed 
around 150 people. 
  The experience was 
the first of many where 
we encountered actual 
homeless people and 
we got to see how much 
they really needed these 
services. We found 
out that the lunch we 
helped out with might 
have been the only real 
meal that some would 
eat that day, and with-
out the help of the es-
tablishment, they might 
not even be able to 
eat at all. To me, this 
was the start of mak-

ing homelessness a 
real issue in my eyes. 
  Throughout the rest 
of the week, we had 
other opportunities, 
such as working in a 
warehouse of a food 
bank packaging bags 
of food and working 
at a home for women 
and children who had 
become homeless. 
  Our final opportunity 
was working at The 
Homeless Garden Proj-
ect. We did not get to 
participate in all of the 

Continued from page 12

Continued on page 14
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work planned due to 
the weather; however, 
we were able to talk 
to individuals who-
worked there, some of 
whom happened to be 
homeless and we got 
to hear their stories. 
Actually getting to 
hear the stories of the 
individuals and realiz-
ing how they became 
homeless, sometimes 
in the blink of an eye, 
was something that had 
a big impact on me. 
  Some of these indi-
viduals were just like 

us and their lives just 
changed before their 
eyes and there was 
nothing they could do 
about it. One woman 
we spoke with had 
worked as a teacher, 
which meant that she 
had to have gone to 
college and earned a 
degree at some point 
in her life. So, she was 
once in our shoes think-
ing of her future just as 
we are and she prob-
ably never thought for 
a second that she would 
ever be homeless. Nev-
ertheless, it happened 

by Samantha Sieg

  Every college stu-
dent looks forward to 
spring break for many 
reasons:  a vacation, 
some time to catch up 
on homework, time 
to catch up on sleep, 
or some other reason. 
  Ten students from 
Hilbert College, along 
with Dr. Amy Smith, 
the head of the school’s 
Honors program, gath-
ered to complete a ser-
vice trip in Santa Cruz, 
California. I was one 
of those ten students.
  Each weekday of our 
trip we volunteered 
to help the homeless. 
Monday we volun-
teered at a place called 
Loaves and Fishes. 
This is a small orga-
nization that provides 
a hot lunch to the 
homeless or impov-
erished of Pajaro Val-
ley with no questions 
asked. On Tuesday 
we volunteered at the 
Food Bank for Mon-
terey County. Here 
we bagged over 1,300 
bags of food and un-
packed several pallets 
of cans and boxes. On 
Wednesday we worked 
at the Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph Home. Here 
we helped the women 
clean the house and 
move some furniture, 
and we even painted 
a room. Our final ser-

by Maria Linares

  Have you ever heard 
the expression, “In life 
you’ll realize that there 
is a purpose for every-
body you meet. Some 
people are there to test 
you, some will use you, 
some will teach you, 
and some will bring 
out the best in you.”  
The 2012 Honors Trip 
did just that. I fell in 
love with the cold and 
rainy California that re-
defined the way I saw 
“homeless people.” 
  Before this trip, I use 
to see California as 
“Hot-Surfer Paradise,” 
where the sun always 
shined and celebrities 
walked the streets. I 
didn’t really acept or 
come to terms with the 
idea that “homeless-
ness” was extremely 
prevalent and becom-
ing an epidemic in the 
United States. I would 
tell myself that “I’m 
going to graduate from 
college, get a job, and 
be somebody one day. 
This will never happen 
to me just as long as I 
work hard.” Working 
with the underprivi-
leged and homeless 
made me realize that I 
have a lot to be grate-
ful for. I have a home, 
a family, a college edu-
cation, and food to eat. 
I understand now that 
nobody chooses to be-

ONE SPRING BREAK
vice of the week was at 
the Homeless Garden 
Project. Here we lis-
tened to the stories of 
the homeless working 
at the garden. We also 
redecorated an area of 
the farm and covered it 
with woodchips and re-
arranged potted plants.
  It is hard for me to 
pick a project that I 
enjoyed working with 
the best. Each project 
was wonderful and I 
feel that we did make 
a difference with the 
people we worked 
with. I had no idea 
that homelessness was 
such a large problem 
in the United States. 
  Homelessness is more 
of a problem in Santa 
Cruz than it is in Buf-
falo for many reasons. 
One reason is that the 
housing market is more 
expensive in Califor-
nia. Another reason is 
that the weather is more 
favorable toward the 
homeless in California 
than New York. Other 
reasons for homeless-
ness, in general, are the 
economy and a shifting 
job market, among oth-
er issues. The homeless 
people we spoke with 
at the Homeless Gar-
den Project were most-
ly educated people who 
lost their jobs, those 
who unsuccessfully 
tried to change profes-
sions, or those with 

medical problems that 
put them out of work. 
This breaks down the 
misconceptions that all 
homeless people are 
drug addicts, alcohol-
ics, or “crazy” people. 
Homeless people are 
not bums who have 
given up on life. The 
Homeless Garden Proj-
ect opened my eyes 
to see that homeless-
ness is a huge prob-
lem in our country. 
Many people believe 
that there is a solution 
to homelessness but 
in reality homeless-
ness is a problem we 
cannot eradicate. As a 
country we need to ac-
cept this problem and 
work with the people 
who are down on their 
luck. This project made 
me see how poorly our 
country handles so-
cietal problems. I be-
lieve there are ways 
to help the homeless. 
  This service trip was 
a great way for Hilbert 
students to learn more 
about homelessness 
and help people along 
the way. We did some 
sightseeing, too, but 
we all enjoyed serv-
ing these organizations 
in California. Service 
is a great opportunity 
not only to learn about 
other people but to also 
learn about ourselves.

2012 HONORS TRIP
come homeless; some-
times life just deals you 
too big of a problem that 
may put a halt on your 
dreams and aspirations.
  Our group, advised 
by Dr. Amy Smith, 
spent our nights at a 
hostel located in Santa 
Cruz. This was the first 
time I had ever stayed 
at a hostel. I ended up 
bunking with Dr. Smith 
and shared a room with 
a few other girls. Most 
nights we would listen 
to Jerrell sing, John 
play the guitar, or just 
hang out in the lounge 
area. The hostel was a 
great place to relax af-
ter a long day’s work.
  Our first service trip 
was at Loaves & Fishes 
Family Kitchen. I spent 
the entire time frying 
tortillas and prepping 
them for enchiladas. 
After I was done bak-
ing, I cleaned the tables 
and distributed the 
food. I could not imag-
ine how the people who 
run the kitchen do such 
an extreme amount of 
work each day.  We 
were crammed on time 
even with eleven vol-
unteers. I was shocked 
to see so many people 
line up to get the home-
cooked meals prepared 
by all of us. They came 
with children and most 
only spoke Spanish. 
Seeing these women 
and children wait in 
line to get their meals 
made me wish that I 
could communicate 
with them to just say 
“Hi” and tell them that 
things will get better.
  My favorite part of 
the trip was working 
at the homeless gar-
den. The homeless 
garden is an environ-
ment where people 
know they’re loved and 
cared for. They make 
friends while learn-
ing how to redefine 

their values and hope-
fully discover a new 
skill set to find work. 
  At the homeless gar-
den, I met a man named 
Danny. He told me his 
story as I helped him 
wash dishes. I didn’t 
really know what to 
say to comfort him, 
so I shared my own 
story with him. I told 
him that my father 
came over from Gua-
temala without even a 
high school education. 
I told him that he’s 
somewhere in South 
Carolina trying to find 
work. My mother is 
on disability and my 
sister is in the hospital 
undergoing her fifth 
back surgery. He was 
moved by my story and 
I asked him for advice 
(funny how that stuff 
works). He told me to 
live my life doing what 
I love and enjoy, taking 
my time, step by step, 
and not trying to rush 
through the moments 
but to create memo-
ries. He also told me 
that he wishes that he 
could have gone to the 
homeless garden years 
ago. Working with na-
ture really helped him 
come to terms with his 
own life; he has never 
been happier. Before I 
left he gave me a hug 
and thanked me. I will 
never forget Danny. He 
taught me to treasure 
my life, to live and en-
joy every second of it. 
  The truth is, anyone 
can become homeless. 
People need to real-
ize that working hard 
might not be the solu-
tion to homelessness. 
Some people become 
homeless because they 
have medical prob-
lems or lose their job. 
Be grateful for what 
you have, and take on 
life one step at a time.

Continued from page 13 and it changed her life. 
One day she had a job 
as a teacher and the 
next she lost her job, 
couldn’t find another 
one, eventually lost 
her home, and was out 
on the streets wonder-
ing how she got there. 
  Through participat-
ing in this, it opened 
my eyes to how easily 
and quickly homeless-
ness can come upon 
any person. I am now 
somewhat disgusted by 
the stigma that is placed 
on the homeless, such 
as their being “lazy 

drunks that don’t want 
to get a job”, because 
that is not the case 
at all. Many of those 
who become homeless 
have done so under 
very different circum-
stances and each per-
son’s story is different. 
  So next time you see a 
homeless person, don’t 
judge them on their ap-
pearance and the stig-
ma that is embedded 
in many of our minds 
about homelessness; 
for all you know, that 
could be you one day.
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by Rachel 
Kwiatkowski

  The week of spring 
break, Dr. Amy Smith 
and ten Honors stu-
dents, including my-
self, traveled to Santa 
Cruz, California, for a 
service trip. In all real-
ity, I expected to go on 
this trip and to come 
back the same per-
son that I went there 
as. As it turned out, 
this was not the case. 
  While we were there, 
we worked at four dif-
ferent places on four 
different days. Each 
place we worked, we 
did something differ-
ent. The first day, we 
worked in a kitchen 
and helped get ready 
for lunch at a more pri-
vately owned home-
less kitchen. The sec-

TRAVELING TO SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA
ond day, we worked 
at a food bank where 
we unpacked bulk 
food and made bags 
of food for homeless 
people. The third day, 
we worked at a mother 
and children’s home, 
where we cleaned and 
painted their house. 
And finally, on the 
fourth day, we worked 
at the homeless gar-
den project where we 
helped organize seeds 
and mulch the garden.
  The most meaningful 
day for me personally 
had to be the first day, 
when we prepared the 
food for the homeless 
people. This is because 
it was the most hands-
on activity and we got 
to see at first hand how 
happy people were to 
receive the food that 
we had just made.  

by Ashley Blahowicz

  Over spring break, a 
group of Honors stu-
dents had the opportu-
nity to travel to Santa 
Cruz, California. The 
main goal was to help 
the community in the 
area and to give back 
to those in need. I was 
lucky enough to be one 
of the students to partic-
ipate in this service trip. 
  Our crew totaling elev-
en, including Professor 
Amy Smith, made the 
long journey to San 
Francisco. While there, 
we were able to spend 
a whole day sightsee-
ing and appreciating 
what the West Coast 
has to offer. We took 
a bus tour throughout 
the entire city, walked 
up some intimidating 
hills, spent some time 
at Fisherman’s Wharf, 
and hung out on the 
Golden Gate Bridge. 
  For the rest of the 
week, however, we 
spent our time helping 
out numerous organi-
zations in the surround-
ing areas of Santa Cruz. 
These ranged from food 
pantries, food banks, a 
women and children’s 
shelter, and a home-
less garden project. 
  The group that im-
pacted many of us in a 
strong way was our first 
location, Pajaro Val-
ley Loaves and Fishes. 
Here, we were able to 
prepare a lunch for the 
less fortunate individu-
als of the area. Not only 
did we have the chance 
to cook and spend time 
with the employees 
working at the institu-
tion, but we also were 
able to speak with the 
people who came to en-
joy the lunch. Everyone 
was extremely grateful 
for our time, thank-
ing us for the meal 
as they would depart.  
  Another one of our 
projects that created 
a lasting impression 

GIVING BACK TO      
THOSE IN NEED

was our visit at the 
Homeless Garden. 
The Homeless Gar-
den Project of Santa 
Cruz is a community-
supported agricultural 
plan that helps to em-
ploy a group of home-
less individuals for a 
short period of time. 
While doing so, they 
supply their employees 
with agricultural-based 
skills and other work-
ing abilities to find fu-
ture employment. The 
group not only pro-
vides them with neces-
sary skills but also with 
a sense of community, 
friendship, and care. 
  Although it was rain-
ing consistently during 
our time at the Garden 
Project, we had the 
chance to speak with 
several of the employ-
ees and hear each of 
their stories. Speak-
ing with these people, 
their intelligence was 
evident, refuting many 
of the stereotypes that 
surround homeless-
ness. They were nor-
mal people who fell 
into bad circumstances, 
whether it was due to 
health issues or finan-
cial struggles. One 
employee in particular 
lived his whole life nor-
mally until he discov-
ered he had a thyroid 
disease. He ultimately 
depleted his financial 
resources trying to pay 
for his recovery and 
found himself living 
on the streets.  This 
was the experience that 
truly made me realize 
how blessed we are. 
  Although many of us 
may encounter finan-
cial struggles of health 
issues, we have peo-
ple to help us through 
these difficult times. 
Many people who are 
homeless do not have 
this option. Overall, the 
lesson that I took away 
from this trip was never 
to judge a person based 
upon a title. A homeless 

person is no different 
than you or I.  A person 
without a home is just 
an individual who has 
fallen on hard times and 
needs someone’s help 
to get back on track. 
  So although some 
change may help a per-
son buy a meal, talking 
to persons in need can 
help to change their 
lives in a more im-
mense way than you 
could ever imagine.

  This trip had a much 
larger impact on me 
than I had expected it 
to have. Before going 
on this trip, I had had 
a certain vision about 
homeless people in 
general. This trip com-
pletely changed my 
view and I see now that 
homelessness can re-
ally happen to anyone. 
Many are just ordinary 
people who used to 
have their lives going 
on the right path, lost 
their jobs, and now 
cannot support them-
selves and are in need 
of public assistance.  
  On the last day at the 
homeless garden proj-
ect, we got to hear a 
story of a lady who used 
to work at a school and 
when the school ended 
up closing, she was out 
of a job. She did every-

thing she could to stay 
on her feet and had to 
live with her daughter 
for an extended time 
period. The garden 
project gave her a part-
time job to begin to 
stand on her feet again; 
however, this is still 
not enough money to 
be able to support her-
self. Her attitude was 
what surprised me the 
most. She was not sad. 
She was appreciative 
to be working some-
where and grateful of 
the opportunity that 
the garden project has 
given her. To her, it is 
a job and her life is be-
ginning to move in the 
right direction again. 
Even though we did a 
great deal of work in 
California, stories like 
hers made it all worth it.

by Jerrell Mason

  After going on this 
year’s spring break ser-
vice learning trip, I can 
honestly say I feel as if 
I am a changed person. 
  Originally I was not 
able to go on the trip 
because all the spots 
were filled, but after 
constantly checking 
with Dr. Amy Smith, a 
spot finally opened up 
and I was able to attend.            
  Ten other Honors 
students and I got on 
a plane and went on a 
journey that would be 
more life-changing than 
any of us would expect. 
  For a few of us the 
major change came 
with the decision to 
get on a plane. For a 
couple of us it was our 
first time and, speaking 
for myself, everyone 
on the plane knew it. 
I have to admit I was 
very nervous to get on 
a plane and I acted very 
strangely, but I knew 

SPRING BREAK 
SERVICE LEARNING TRIP

it would be worth it. 
  Being in California 
with a smaller group 
allowed me to get to 
know everyone a little 
better as well as getting 
to know myself. Af-
ter doing service work 
with the homeless 
and less fortunate, the 
group would constantly 
come together to reflect 
on the day and what we 
had learned. Going on 
a trip such as this made 
us all reflect on our 
own lives and what we 
viewed as important. 
  A constant topic during 
the trip was the fact that 
most of us complain 
about not having a big-
ger car or more clothes, 
while some people 
cannot afford any of 
those things to begin 
with. This trip defi-
nitely helped to remind 
me that sometimes it 
feels better just to slow 
down and help some-
one else out in need. 
  This year’s service 

trip was also a good 
reminder not to get 
caught up in a stereo-
type of someone you 
see who is homeless 
or not doing so well; 
it is better just to of-
fer any form of help 
you can to them with-
out passing judgment 
because you never 
know the story behind 
their circumstances. 
  Upon my return to 
Buffalo, everything felt 
different to me, as if I 
wanted to continue my 
work in California here. 
  I want to thank Dr. 
Amy Smith and Hilbert 
College for allowing 
me to be a part of this 
service learning trip.  
It literally changed 
my heart and mind 
about many pressing 
issues. California was 
awesome! I had a fun 
time helping people 
and doing some sight-
seeing in the process. 
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    For the first time 
this season, sopho-
more Adam Weaver 
has been named as the 
United Volleyball Con-
ference (UVC) Men’s 
Volleyball Player of 
the Week, announced 
Monday, Mar. 5.
  Weaver totaled 43 
kills in Hilbert’s win 
over Wells and Lan-
caster Bible in the tri-
match on Mar. 3. He hit 
.500 with 15 kills in the 

by Robbi Bailey

  Participating in the 
Honors Program ser-
vice trip this year was 
a very rewarding ex-
perience. While I was 
excited to take part 

SERVICE TRIP WRITE-UP
because we would be 
traveling to Califor-
nia, I could not forget 
the reason that I was 
there—to help others. 
  After receiving our 
itinerary for the trip and 
a list of the organiza-

tions that we would be 
working with, I saw a 
central theme of charity 
and homelessness. We 
volunteered at a soup 
kitchen, a food bank, 
a homeless shelter for 
women and children, 

and a homeless garden 
project. 
  Everyone has his or 
her own predisposition 
towards homeless peo-
ple, whether it is sym-
pathetic or frowned 
upon. I was brought up 
always to look at situ-
ations from both sides, 
that there is a reason 
for everything. Be-
cause of this I already 
viewed those who are 
homeless or in need as 
everyday people who 
had a reason for living 
the way they do.  It was 
most likely not some-
thing that they chose. 
  However, this trip 

enforced my beliefs 
much more than I ever 
thought possible. Lis-
tening to the stories of 
these individuals was 
difficult and inspiring 
at the same time. They 
were all so well spoken 
and many of them very 
well educated. The ma-
jority of them were ev-
eryday people like you 
and me who got un-
lucky. Some lost their 
jobs because of the 
economy while others 
suffered different situ-
ations in which they 
were simply unable to 
make ends meet. 
  So many factors play 

a role in homeless-
ness that I think many 
people should realize 
because no one is safe. 
You never know what 
your future may bring, 
which is why it is im-
portant to appreciate 
everything that we have 
and not be too proud to 
give back to those who 
do not. 
  Everyone has a story 
and if we just take some 
time out of our lives to 
listen, we will not only 
benefit someone else’s 
life, but will appreciate 
our own much more. 

SPORTS
WEAVER NAMED UVC PLAYER 

OF THE WEEK
Hawks’ sweep of Wells 
and totaled 28 kills in a 
five-set win over Lan-
caster Bible, hitting 
.469. Weaver averaged 
5.38 kills and 2.71 digs 
per set, while posting a 
.479 hitting percentage.
  Recently, Weaver was 
named the Allegany 
Mountain Collegiate 
Conference Men’s 
Volleyball Player of 
the Week. Weaver 
leads the Hawks with 

2.94 kills per set and 
382 attacks in 51 sets 
played. He also record-
ed 1.45 digs per set and 
has tallied four service 
aces for the season.
  At the time of writ-
ing, with an overall 
record of 5-11, in-
cluding winning three 
out of their last four 
games, the Hawks were 
on a surge upward.
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  The Hilbert College 
men’s volleyball team 
got back on the win-
ning track as Adam 
Weaver returned to ac-
tion and led the Hawks 
with 43 kills and 19 
digs in two road wins 
Mar. 3.  Stephen Phil-
lips set for 81 total 
assists and led with 
five service aces dur-
ing the tri-match. Af-
ter beating Wells in 
three straight sets, it 
took five games to get 
the win over Lancaster 
Bible College. Hilbert 
improved to 5-11 after 
that Saturday’s games. 
  In the morning match 
against Wells, Hilbert 
stormed out of the gate 
to win the first set eas-
ily (25-12). Wells put 

  Playing their last 
game of the 2012 sea-
son without two start-
ers, the Hilbert College 
men’s volleyball team 
played to a 3-0 loss to 
the number one seeded 
Medaille College in 
the Allegheny Moun-
tain Collegiate Confer-
ence semi-final game 
Mar. 31. Sophomore 
Adam Weaver led with 
13 kills, eight digs, 
and three solo blocks, 
as the Hawks closed 
out their season with 
a 6-21 overall record.
  Fred Sickau finished 
the match with five kills 
(.308), four digs, and 
four assisted blocks, 
and Ryan Ratajczak 
moved from libero to 
setter and set 17 assists 
and five digs in the 
loss. Scott Ross (wrist) 
and Stephen Phillips 
(ankle), two starters 
missing due to injury, 
were key components 
for Hilbert and hard to 

PHILLIPS 
& WEAVER 
COMMAND 

THE NET         
IN TWO 

WINS 

VOLLEYBALL COMPETES 
IN AMCC TOURNAMENT

replace in the Hawks’ 
offense. Anthony Blasz 
knocked down two 
kills and assisted in one 
block at the net and An-
drew Duncan earned 
one kill and one solo 
block in his three sets.
  Hilbert, D’Youville, 
Penn State Behrend, 
and Medaille (all cur-
rent AMCC member 
institutions) are mem-
bers in the United 
Volleyball Confer-
ence (UVC), a twelve-
member, single-sport 
conference whose 
play-off champion re-
ceives an automatic 
bid to the inaugural 
National Division III 
men’s volleyball cham-
pionship this spring.
  Because there are four 
AMCC members who 
sponsor men’s volley-
ball, the AMCC host-
ed the first ever men’s 
volleyball champion-
ship tournament. Me-

Continued on page 17 Continued on page 17
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Ballroom Scene from Mirror Mirror

Lily Collins as Snow White

Phillips & Weaver

by Tori Felser

  Friday, Mar. 30, 2012, 
marked the release date 
for the highly anticipat-
ed film Mirror Mirror, 
starring Julia Roberts 
as the evil queen from 
the classic fairytale 
Snow White.  But this 
fairytale was anything 
but classic, as direc-
tor Tarsem Singh put 
a spin on the original 
Grimm Brothers story.
  This version includes 
an evil queen who 
steals control of a king-
dom, as an exiled prin-
cess attempts to win 
back her birthright as 
ruler of the kingdom.  
Enlisting the help of 
seven “rebels” (the 
dwarves), Snow (Lily 
Collins) enlists their 
help to destroy the evil 
queen.  In this unchar-
acteristic version, the 
dwarves or rebels are 
renamed with monikers 
like Napoleon, Half 
Pint, and Grub.  These 
rebels are extremely 
unlike their origi-
nals, instead acting as 
thieves who steal from 
the townspeople out 
of feelings of revenge.

Film Review

MIRROR MIRROR

2 Stars

  Julia Roberts enacts a 
marvelous and playful 
evil queen, with quirki-
ness and wickedness.  
From her opening 
scene, as she advises 
Snow, “You have to 
recognize when you’ve 
been beaten,” audienc-
es are quick to realize 
that she is going to be 
a force to be reckoned 
with.  Roberts encom-
passes an excellent por-
trayal of a corrupt and 
villainous queen, while 
still remaining both 
beautiful and charm-
ing to her audience.
  Sadly, Roberts’ por-

trayal is one of the few 
positives I have to re-
late about the one hour 
and forty-six minute 
film that seemed to last 
about a half hour too 
long.  While the jokes 
remained humorous, 
the film became exceed-
ingly more and more 
predictable and even 
over the top at times.  I 
found myself becom-
ing antsy and my mind 
kept wandering to the 
same question, ”When 
is this going to end?”
  The fairytale had an 
added feminist quality 
that, while furthering its 

modern appeal, made 
it feel campy and spir-
ited, actively pursuing 
an animated “girl pow-
er” theme.  At no point 
in the story does Snow 
White eat the poisoned 
apple (though later 
tempted); nor is she put 
under an evil spell that 
the chivalrous prince 
must awaken her from.  
In another revision-
ist twist and feminist 
empowering moment, 
Snow locks the Prince 
and the rebels away.
  If you are looking for 
the time-honored fai-

rytale classic of Disney, 
this film is not for you.  
While Julia Roberts 
portrayed a delight-
ful evil queen, a simi-
lar statement cannot 
be said for the film as 
a whole.  It will be in-
teresting to see how the 
highly anticipated film 
starring Kristen Stew-
art (Snow White) and 
Charlize Theron (Evil 
Queen) in Snow White 
and the Huntsman, 
to be released June 1, 
2012, will compare. 

together a good run in 
the middle game, but 
Hilbert held strong 
and won (26-24). The 
Hawks earned a two-
game sweep over the 
Express this season 
with a 25-18 final set 
score. Weaver’s .500 
hitting percentage just 
edged Fred Sickau’s 
.421 (nine kills, one er-
ror). Phillips earned all 
but one of the team’s 33 
assists, and Ryan Rataj-
czak’s eight digs tied 
game-high honors with 

daille, ranked ninth na-
tionally in NCAA Divi-
sion III, defeated Hil-
bert in three sets (25-11, 
25-19, 25-17) before 
they swept D’Youville 
(a five-set winner over 
Penn State Behrend) 
to earn the AMCC’s 
first men’s volley-
ball championship.
  Medaille (#3 seed 
UVC) and Penn State 
Behrend (#8 seed 
UVC) continued their 
post-season aspira-

tions, competing in 
the UVC tournament 
Apr. 14-15 at the cam-
pus of the number 
one seeded New York 
Univers i ty (11-0) .
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Volleyball AMCC 
Tournament

Weaver. Wells’ Ryan 
Huggins led the winless 
Express with six kills.
  Against Lancaster 
Bible, the roller coaster 
ride of set scores (25-
7, 19-25, 25-18, 20-25, 
15-11) fell in Hilbert’s 
favor after they won the 
first set. Lancaster won 
the second and fourth 
sets, with Hilbert cap-
turing the third and 
final shortened game 
to 15 points. Phillips 
again earned 49 as-
sists in five sets, while 
Weaver claimed 28 kills 
(.467) and Ratajczak 
kept the play alive with 

his team-leading 22 
digs.  Sickau finished 
with eight kills and 13 
digs, and Adam Clabo, 
back from an ankle in-
jury, had 10 digs. The 
Hawks almost doubled 
Lancaster Bible’s kills 
(60-32), but Lancaster 
finished with 13 blocks 
to keep the game 
close. Jessie Corbin’s 
nine kills worked off of 
Alex Bahn’s 28 assists 
for the 5-8 Chargers.
  The Hawks traveled to 
D’Youville College on 
Mar. 7 to complete the 
home-and-away series 
with the Spartans. Ear-

lier this season, Hil-
bert dropped a four-set 
match on Feb. 1. After 
the mid-week match, 
Hilbert would finish 
the United Volleyball 
Conference cross-over 
match play in Roches-
ter Mar. 10 and 11, with 
Hilbert facing Vassar 
(2-4) and SUNY New 
Paltz (5-1) the first day 
and finishing against 
Bard (0-6) the next day 
at Nazareth College. 

Office of Sports Information

Continued from page 16
Continued from page 16
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Sean Purtill Scores Lacrosse Goal Against Cazenovia

WEAVER NAMED AMCC PLAYER 
OF WEEK AGAIN

  For the second time 
this season, sophomore 
Adam Weaver (Stow, 
OH/Archbishop Ho-
ban) was named the Al-
legheny Mountain Col-
legiate Conference’s 
Men’s Volleyball Play-
er of the Week on Mar. 
26. Weaver earned 69 
kills for the Hawks and 
finished the week with 
4.31 kills per set and a 
.403 hitting percentage. 

  His strongest hitting 
match was against Penn 
State Behrend (3/21), 
when he struck for 13 
kills, with only two 
errors in 20 attempts 
(.550).  At the Endicott 
College Tournament, 
the outside hitter’s most 
impressive match was 
a 3-1 loss to The Sages 
(3/25), when he led the 
Hawks with 27 kills 
and one service ace.  

He was named to the 
All-Tournament team 
at the conclusion of the 
14-team tournament.
  The Hawks (6-20) fin-
ished their season Mar. 
31 when they partici-
pated in the Allegheny 
Mountain Collegiate 
Conference play-offs.
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  The Hilbert College 
men’s lacrosse team 
took to their home field 
for the first time in the 
2012 season and suf-
fered a loss to NEAC 
opponent Cazeno-

  The men’s lacrosse 
team got back to their 
winning ways with 
a 10-8 NEAC vic-
tory over Cobleskill 
Mar. 28. The Hawks 
had balanced scoring, 
with Sean Purtill and 
Greg Zitnik each net-
ting three goals apiece, 
helping to improve the 
Hawks to 2-1 in league 
standings. Cobleskill’s 
Jeff Fichtner also 
scored three goals for 
his Tigers (0-5), as they 
still search for their 
first win of the season.
  Fichtner put points on 
the scoreboard twice 
in the first period, mo-
tivating the Hawks to 
regroup at the quar-
ter break. After a slow 
scoring first session, 
each team scored twice 
within the first five min-

  Hilbert College im-
proved to 3-4 overall 
after their 13-9 victory 
over Wells College in 
men’s lacrosse Apr. 
9. With a balanced scor-
ing attack in the win, 
the Hawks positioned 
themselves in third 
place in NEAC stand-
ings with a 3-1 record.
  Six different Hawks 
beat the Wells goalie 
with Elliot Russillio, 
Nick Cavaleri, and 

HAWKS LOSE HEARTBREAKER 
TO CAZENOVIA

via College, 12-11, 
on Mar. 22.  It was a 
tough fought battle 
on the hot March day, 
but the Wildcats out-
lasted the Hawks, hav-
ing a huge third quar-
ter, scoring six goals.
  After claiming a 3-2 
start in the first pe-
riod, Hilbert answered 
back.  Doug Takac led 
the charge for Hilbert, 
opening up the scor-
ing just seconds into 
the second period.  El-
liot Russillio followed 
next, with another 
Takac goal close be-
hind.  John Pingitore 
scored for the Hawks 
to give them a 6-3 ad-
vantage.  Sean Purtill 
would score the last 

Hilbert goal of the half 
with 4:47 left.  Hilbert’s 
rally had them leading 
7-5 going into the half.
  After the Wildcat’s tri-
umphant six-goal third 
period, Hilbert tied up 

the game in the fourth 
period to make it an 
even 11-11 game.  With 
4:37 left on the game 
clock, Cazenovia’s T. J. 
Shaw sealed their vic-
tory with one final goal, 
which would close 
the scoring for both 
teams for the night. 
  Hilbert’s Takac fin-
ished with four goals 
on 11 shot attempts and 
added one assist.  Pur-
till added three goals 
on seven attempts with 
two assists of his own 
for the Hawks.  Other 
contributors for Hilbert 
were Pingitore with 
two goals, Bill Moleins 
with one, and Russillio 
with one.  For Caze-
novia, Shaw and Tay-

lor Hastrich each had 
four goals in the win.
  For the game, Hilbert 
had 46 shot attempts 
compared to Cazeno-
via’s 24.  The Hawks 
also won in ground 

HILBERT BEATS COBLESKILL, 
CAPTURES LEAGUE WIN

utes of the second quar-
ter. Hilbert’s Eric Rus-
sell broke the seal on 
the Cobleskill net, with 
Pete Gonzalez hitting 
23 seconds later. Hil-
bert scored six second-
period goals to Co-
bleskill’s four, which 
sent both teams to their 
patch of grass at inter-
mission knotted at 6-6.
  The second half of 
the game appeared to 
be all Hilbert. Pur-
till and Zitnik scored 
one more time each, 
and Ryan Wagner hit 
for two after returning 
to action for his first 
game this season. The 
Hawks did surrender 
two second-half goals, 
but Wagner’s back-to-
back hits less than 40 
seconds apart sealed 
the deal for Hilbert.

  The Hawks held the 
advantage over the Ti-
gers in every statistical 
team  category.  Hil-
bert almost doubled up 
on shots (45-25) and 
ground balls (34-16) 
and they held a com-
manding lead in face-
offs, winning 15 of the 
20 performed. William 
Wagner claimed his 
first NEAC win going 
the full sixty minutes 
in goal. Doug Takac 
earned five ground 
balls, with Nick Kief-
fer and Sean Manning 
each securing four.
  Hilbert (2-3, 2-1) had 
ten days off before they 
traveled to La Roche 
College Apr. 7 for a 
non-conference match.
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HAWKS HOLD THIRD PLACE
IN NEAC WITH WIN

Greg Zitnik account-
ing for nine of the 
13 Hilbert goals, and 
Doug Takac netted 
twice with three as-
sists. William Wagner 
secured his second win 
of the season, making 
four saves on the day.
  Wells took a 6-5 lead 
into halftime and Hil-
bert responded with 
a 5-1 run in the third 
quarter. The Hawks 
still held the advantage 

in the fourth (3-2), set-
tling in for the impor-
tant conference win.
  Hilbert was the better 
team statistically, win-
ning 20 of the 27 face-
offs, almost tripling up 
on the ground ball count 
(35-13), and outshoot-
ing the visitors 46-31.  
  The Hawks hosted 
Thiel College Apr. 11 
with a 4 p.m. face-off. 
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  For the first time since 
the 2005 season, Hil-
bert College grabbed 
an Allegheny Moun-
tain Collegiate Confer-
ence victory over Penn 
State Behrend in soft-
ball after their 5-4 win 
Mar. 28. Junior Devan 
Jonathan got the win 
in the circle, improv-
ing the Hawks to 1-1 in 
league play (3-6 over-
all). Behrend (3-1, 8-8) 
took the first game, 11-
3, to open the double-
header set of games.
  Hilbert found them-
selves down 2-0 be-

SOFTBALL BEATS BEHREND 
FOR FIRST TIME IN SEVEN YEARS

fore they exploded 
with four runs with 
two outs in the top of 
the fifth inning. Allison 
Hall, Vicki Ernst, Jill 
Martucci, and Emili 
Ripley all hit singles, 
while Natalie Whit-
man reached base on a 
shortstop error to give 
the Hawks hopes for 
a come-back. Hilbert 
held defensively at the 
bottom of the inning 
and continued to add 
another run in the top 
of the sixth when Kate-
land Ball’s double got 
her on base. Jonathan 

hit what turned out to 
be the winning RBI to 
end the Hawks’ scor-
ing. Hilbert blanked 
Behrend in the sixth 
inning. The visitors 
held on for the 5-4 
win in the bottom of 
the seventh after sur-
rendering two runs be-
fore ending the game.
  Martucci went two for 
four, and Ripley and 
Jonathan each earned 
the team’s RBIs. Jona-
than struck out seven 
but gave up 11 hits. 
  The Hawks opened 

balls for the game (25-
15) and were forced 
into fewer turnovers 
(9-13).  Cazenovia’s 
goalie, Pat Boyle, was 
recorded with 13 saves 
for the game, com-
pared to three saves 
by Hilbert’s own goal-
ies Tyler Catalfano 
and William Wagner.
  The Hawks drop to 
1-2 overall and 1-1 in 
the NEAC.  Hilbert 
traveled to Alfred Uni-
versity on Mar. 24 be-
fore returning home 
to face SUNY Co-
bleskill on Mar. 28 in 
another NEAC game.

Office of Sports Information

Continued on page 19
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Joe Pernick

game one with three quick 
scores at the top of the first 
inning: Ripley singled to 
left field and made it home 
off a Halsey Baker double; 
Ball singled to center field 
and Rachel Collier was 
walked, creating a bases 
loaded situation. Allison 
Hall reached first base on an 
error by the third basewom-
an, pushing Baker home 
just before Ball ran to the 
plate. Hilbert held their lead 
briefly only to see it evapo-

rate after the Lions ran the 
bases for five scores in the 
bottom of the first inning.  
  Behrend continue to build 
its lead in the bottom of the 
third (two runs) and again in 
the bottom of the fourth with 
four runs. After Hilbert’s at 
bat in the top of the fifth, 
when they did not score 
additional runs, the game 
ended in five innings. Rip-
ley took the loss going 3.2 
innings with one strikeout. 
  The Hawks host-
ed Penn State Altoona 
Mar. 31 for their sec-
ond set of AMCC games.
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Softball Beats 
Behrend

  The Hilbert College soft-
ball team dropped two 
AMCC league games at La 
Roche College Apr. 7. The 
Hawks lost 11-3 in the 
early contest before losing 
13-8 in the nightcap. Al-
lison Hall led the visitors 
with two RBIs for the day 
and one double-bagger in 
game two. Rachel Col-
lier went three for five 
(.600), scoring two runs, as 
the Hawks dropped to 
1-7 in league play. 
  Hilbert put runs on the 
board first after Katie Pet-
tis’ single sent Natalie 
Whitman home during the 
Hawks’ second trip on of-
fense. Kateland Ball’s base 
hit single scored Collier to 
end Hibert’s push in the top 
of the second inning. La 
Roche responded with sin-
gle runs in both the bottom 
of the second and third in-
nings prior to their five-run 
fourth inning tear.    The 
RedHawks homered in the 
bottom of the sixth, driv-

HALL SISTERS A HIT 
FOR HAWKS

ing in two runs to stretch 
the lead to eight runs. De-
van Jonathan tossed a com-
plete game through 5.2 in-
nings and gave up 14 hits.
  Elissa Hall went two for 
three in the second stanza 
and scored two runs through 
the seven-inning con-
test. Each team scored runs 
in five of the innings, but the 
Hawks surrendered three 
runs in four straight defen-
sive trips to the field.   Jill 
Martucci, Allison Hall, 
Emili Ripley, Halsey Bak-
er, Whitman, and Jonathan 
each earned an RBI, but as a 
team, the Hawks left 12 run-
ners on base, dropping the 
second game by five runs.
  The softball team played 
host to Pitt-Bradford on the 
11th and Wells on the 12th 
before a weekend AMCC 
game against Franciscan. 
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  Playing in their first Al-
legheny Mountain Colle-
giate Conference double-
header on the road, the Hil-
bert College men’s baseball 
team lost 5-2 on Mar. 31 to 
Altoona before the Hawks 
surrendered a big lead in the 
second game to drop a 17-
16 contest and go 0-2. Chris 
Hoak led the Hawks with 
five RBIs for the day as Hil-
bert moved to 4-12 overall 
and 1-5 in conference. Al-
toona improved to 8-13, 4-2.
  The second game of the 
day was the exciting, high-
scoring bill, as Altoona 
opened with a 7-0 lead 
through the first two in-
nings. Hilbert responded 
over the course of the next 
three innings, taking a 15-7 
lead into the top of the sixth.  
  Joe Pernick led off with a 
single RBI to get Hilbert on 
the board in the third and 
Hoak followed up with his 
first RBI, in an inning that 
was filled with Altoona 
fielding and throwing errors 
along with wild pitches that 
allowed the Hawks to score 
runs. Both Pernick and 
Hoak were credited again 
with RBIs in the fourth and 
fifth as well as Chris Par-
rott (two RBIs) and Matt 
Staub (one RBI), which 
gave the Hawks the big lead 
heading into the top of the 
sixth inning. Jim Pernick’s 
single through the right side 
sent Matt Militello home 
and gave Hilbert a 16-7 
advantage before Altoona 
had its turn at the plate.

  The Hilbert College 
baseball team split 
games with La Roche 
College on Apr. 7. The 
Hawks opened with a 
3-1 win over the visi-
tors, but the Redhawks 
answered back, winning 
the second game 25-2.
  La Roche earned their 
only run in the first game 
off a wild pitch by Hil-
bert’s Nick Sherman, 
allowing Sean Lubin to 
sprint home. The Hawks 
responded at the bottom 
of the inning when Joe 
Pernick made it home 
as part of Jim Pernick’s 
dinger to right center-
field. The game moved 
at a quick pace with 
three innings of score-
less baseball before 

  Hilbert College bounced 
back to capture the sec-
ond game of the Allegh-
eny Mountain Collegiate 
Conference double-head-
er against Medaille Apr. 
17.  The Hawks reversed 
the results with their 11-5 
victory after dropping a 
13-3 opening game.   Jim 
Pernick went four for five 
and finished with three 
RBIs and scored two 
runs.  Chris Hoak was 
five for eight and scored 
four runs to help Hilbert 
improve to 8-18 overall 
and jump to 4-8 in AMCC 
standings, while they 
dropped the Mavericks 
to 3-11 and 5-22 overall.
  Hilbert took control 
right away in the second 
game, scoring four runs 
in the bottom of the first 
inning.   They extended 
their lead to 10-1 by the 
top of the sixth before 
Medaille earned two runs 

BASEBALL SUFFERS HIGH-SCORING LOSS AT ALTOONA

  Altoona went on a wild 
rally in the bottom of the in-
ning, scoring nine runs to tie 
the game at 16 all. Hilbert 
committed only one field-
ing error, but were credited 
with several wild pitches, a 
balk, and made two pitch-
ing changes in the inning. 
The Lions finished with 
eight hits and seven RBIs. 
  The Hawks went three up 
and three down in the top of 
the seventh, only to watch 
Altoona’s second batter hit a 
double to center field and ad-

vance to third base on a pass 
ball. Altoona won the game 
when the next batter hit a 
single to right field, send-
ing the winning run home.
  Hilbert was 17 for 42 at the 
plate with 10 RBIs and only 
three strike-outs. Altoona 
was 16 for 35 and had two 
walks with only one strike-
out. Militello was three for 
four, and Joe Pernick and 
Hoak each went three for 
five. Tim Staub and Curt 
Macysyn each were cred-
ited with a stolen base dur-

ing the afternoon session.
  The day had started with 
Altoona slowly building a 
3-0 lead after three innings, 
before Joe Pernick scored 
off a Hoak single RBI in 
the top of the fourth. Hilbert 
held Altoona defensively in 
the bottom of the inning and 
then tacked another run in 
the fifth when Hoak’s sac-
rifice fly drove Derek Mort 
home, cutting the lead to 3-2.  
  Altoona had three hits 
and scored twice in the 
fifth inning and then 
held the Hawks scoreless 
their next two at bats to 
close the game out at 5-2.  
  Joe Pernick finished 
the morning game go-
ing two for four to lead 
the Hawks’ hitting.
  Hilbert got back at it Apr. 
1 when they traveled to 
Fredonia (8-10) for a 1 p.m. 
non-conference contest.
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JIM PERNICK HOMERS IN WIN HAWKS BEAT MEDAILLE;              
MILITELLO HOMERSHilbert tallied their last 

run at the bottom of the 
fifth. Ryan Ilardi’s dou-
ble placed him on base 
and Curt Macysyn’s base 
hit brought him home.
  Hilbert’s Sherman (3-
4) pitched a complete 
game, striking out four 
and giving the Hawks 
their second AMCC 
win of the season.
  During the second game 
of the AMCC double-
header contest, La Roche 
came out swinging, as 
they tallied an enormous 
31 hits as a team, and 
collected 25 RBIs.  The 
Hawks fought to stay 
in the second game. Joe 
Pernick and Chris 
Hoak each had two hits 
for Hilbert, while Pat 

Lagueras, Frank Man-
cuso, and Ilardi all con-
tributed hits of their own.
  La Roche scored the first 
run of the game in the first 
inning, but they continued 
to put runs on the board 
in the third (9), the fifth 
(7) and sixth (8) innings.
  The Hawks are currently 
6-15 overall and 2-6 in 
AMCC play with much 
of their season still ahead 
of them. Hilbert traveled 
to Pitt-Bradford Apr. 11 
before returning back 
home to host D’Youville 
College in a non-con-
ference match-up on  
Apr. 13 at 2 and 5 p.m.
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in each of the sixth and 
seventh innings.  Garrett 
Pauly went 6.1 innings 
(six strikeouts) before 
Hoak (one strikeout) 
took the mound for the 
last two outs to secure 
the win.  Jim Pernick 
went three for three and 
earned his three RBIs in 
the second game.  Also, 
going two for four were 
Hoak (triple, one RBI), 
John Babocsi (one RBI), 
Pat Lagueras (double, 
one RBI), and Frank 
Mancuso (two RBIs). 
  Medaille opened the day 
scoring five runs off of 
three hits in the first in-
ning.  Hilbert answered, 
scoring two runs of their 
own and fought back to a 
5-3 deficit in the second 
inning.  Medaille got hot 
in the top of the seventh 
when they took it to Nick 
Sherman on the mound.  
They struck for seven 

runs to take a command-
ing 13-3 lead into the bot-
tom of the inning.  The 
ten runs were too much 
to overcome, although 
the Hawks finished with 
three hits in the sev-
enth.  Medaille shut the 
door on the comeback 
and grabbed the opening 
game behind Peter Ro-
meo’s bat (four for five 
with three RBIs).  Matt 
Militello hit a long dinger 
over the right-field fence 
as the Hawks’ second bat-
ter, which was a nice way 
to start the game.  Joe Per-
nick went two for four, 
and Hoak finished with 
three hits and one run. 
  The Hawks did some 
traveling before returning 
home to host Houghton 
College in the last game 
of the regular season at 
1 and 4 p.m. on Apr. 26.
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SPORTS

Chris Hoak at Bat

 
Adam Weaver

2012 Men’s 
Volleyball AMCC                      
All-Conference 

Awards

  The Allegheny Moun-
tain Collegiate Con-
ference announced the 
men’s volleyball inaugu-
ral All-Conference team 
Apr. 3.  Hilbert’s Adam 
Weaver and Ryan Rata-
jczak were recognized 
for their abilities and 
performances over the 
course of the 2012 sea-
son. Medaille College’s 
Erin Kelly (Player of the 
Year) and Jordan James 
(Newcomer of the Year) 
were honored with the 
top individual awards 
and Penn State Behrend’s 
Phil Pisano was named 
the Coach of the Year.
  Weaver was named as 
a First Team All-Confer-
ence player after leading 

WEAVER AND RATAJCZAK NAMED TO AMCC ALL-CONFERENCE TEAMS

 
Ryan Ratajczak

the Hawks with 287 kills 
from the outside hitter’s 
position. He completed 
the season ranked num-
ber two in the AMCC 
with 3.30 kills per set and 

was one of three sopho-
mores to be named to 
an all-conference team. 
  Named as a Second 
Team All-Conference 
player, Ratajczak fin-

ished his first year of 
collegiate play with 239 
digs, good for 2.75 digs 
per set, ranking him num-
ber two in the AMCC.  
Ratajczak was the only 

freshman named to either 
of the two All-Confer-
ence teams announced.
  Hilbert finished the 
season at 6-21, break-
ing a few records along 

the way. As a team, they 
won more matches in a 
season than any of the 
other teams since the vol-
leyball program was es-
tablished during the 2000 
season.  The Hawks put 
up a good fight against 
seventh-ranked Naza-
reth College in Febru-
ary, when Hilbert beat 
the Golden Flyers for the 
first time ever in their 
25-21 second-set victory. 
  Medaille grabbed four 
of the eight First Team 
selections, followed by 
D’Youville’s two, while 
Behrend and Hilbert 
each earned one slot.
  Medaille was crowned 
the inaugural AMCC 
men’s volleyball cham-
pion after sweeping Hil-
bert in the semi-finals and 
D’Youville in the cham-
pionship match, 3-0.
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  After opening the Al-
legheny Mountain Colle-
giate Conference portion 
of the schedule with a 
5-0 loss to Mount Aloy-
sius, the Hilbert College 
baseball team rebounded 
in a big way in their 11-4 
nightcap victory, which 
evened their AMCC re-
cord at 1-1.   Senior Chris 
Hoak personally finished 
with five RBIs in the third 
inning, giving senior 
pitcher Nick Sherman 
some breathing room.
  After a thirty-minute 
break following the first 
game, Hilbert and Mount 
Aloysius played to three 
innings of scoreless base-
ball before the explosion 
of runs occurred. The 
Hawks jumped on every 
pitch thrown by Derick 
Capiak in the bottom of 
the third and erupted with 
10 runs total.  The scor-
ing started when Ryan 
Ilardi crossed home off 
a Hoak RBI.  Then, af-
ter Hoak stole second, he 
was knocked in by John 
Babocsi’s single to the 
left field.  Two Mountie 
errors placed runners on 
base and pushed them 
around, scoring a third 
run.  Matt Militello’s 
single RBI sent Derek 

HOAK HITS A GRAND SLAM
 IN AMCC WIN

  Chris Hoak from the 
baseball team and Adam 
Weaver from the men’s 
volleyball team have 
been named as the Hil-
bert College’s Co-Stu-
dent-Athletes of the 
Month for March, 2012. 
  Hoak (Hamburg, NY/
St. Francis) started fif-
teen games as the Hawks’ 
shortstop during the first 
month of the season. He 
led the team with 19 RBIs 
and tied for the top honor 
with 20 hits out of his 52 
appearances at the plate 
(.385). Hoak covered 31 
bases, earning a perfect 
three for three in stolen 
bases on his way to scor-
ing 11 runs for Hilbert 
during their 4-12 start. He 
was the only player to hit 
for a cycle, with team-
leading four doubles, two 
triples, and the only home 
run by Mar. 31. Hoak 
also spent 5.2 innings 
on the mound for the 
Hawks. His most produc-
tive game at the plate was 
against Mount Aloysius, 
when he went two for 
three, sent one hit over 
the fence in centerfield, 
and earned five RBIs in 
the team’s 11-4 victory. 

HOAK AND WEAVER 
NAMED MARCH STUDENT-

ATHLETES OF MONTH
  Weaver (Stow, OH/
Archbishop Hoban) al-
most doubled his kills 
per set from one month 
earlier in the season, after 
playing in all 44 sets for 
the Hawks in March. The 
outside hitter averaged 
4.09 kills per set, securing 
180 kills (.290) in the 13 
matches played. Weaver 
outdistanced his team-
mates by 90 kills at the 
net. The Hawks finished 
the month going 3-10 
with wins over Wells, 
Lancaster Bible, and 
Bard College. The soph-
omore’s most impres-
sive hitting was against 
Wells College when he 
finished with 15 kills 
(.500%). Against Lan-
caster Bible and The 
Sages, Weaver earned 28 
and 27 kills respectively, 
hitting .469 or higher 
in both matches.  Twice 
during the month, Weav-
er was honored as the 
United Volleyball Con-
ference Player of the 
Week (March 5) and, for 
the second time this sea-
son, as the AMCC Player 
of the Week (Mar. 26).
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Mort home before Ilar-
di’s single to right field 
sent Chris Parrott back to 
the bench.  At this point, 
bases had been loaded 
and were still loaded 
when Hoak hit his grand 
slam over the fence, with 
the ball bouncing just 
under the score board.  
  Neither team put any 
runs on the board in the 
fourth, but MAC earned 
their first run of the day 
off Sherman in the top 
of the fifth and finished 
their scoring in the sixth 
inning (three runs).  The 
game ended in the mid-

dle of the seventh with 
the Hawks’ 11-4 victory.
  Hoak finished the game 
going two for three with 
five RBIs and scoring two 
runs, along with some 
great shortstop throws to 
a stretching Frank Man-
cuso at first base during 
the second game of the 
day.  Sherman earned the 
win, going the full dis-
tance with eight strike-
outs without any walks.
  Garrett Pauly held the 
mound and kept the game 
close through six innings 
in the first game of the 
double-header for Hil-

bert.  Mount Aloysius 
scored runs in the top of 
the second and fifth in-
nings and headed into the 
top of the seventh with 
a 2-0 lead.  But Hilbert 
gave up three runs (two 
hits and two errors) to 
find themselves down 
5-0 with their last at-bats.  
Mount Aloysius’ Mike 
Godissart pitched the full 
game and gave up only 
two hits to the Hawks in 
their first AMCC contest.
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